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Each month we release the latest available data on aid workers killed, kidnapped, 
or arrested (KKA). Our KKA data is continually updated and includes new and 
historic reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted 
by Aid in Danger partner agencies. Access the data via our website or on HDX.  

Africa 
Central African Republic 
10 October 2020: In Gbaddengue village, Ombella-M’poko prefecture, a WFP truck carrying food 
aid from Bangui to Bossangoa was reportedly looted by anti-Balaka militants after it was involved in 
a road safety accident (RSA). Source: Corbeau News 
 
16 October 2020: In Kabo city, Ouham prefecture, an incident with an armed group controlling the 
area caused Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) to reduce its activities in Kabo for two weeks. Source: 
Corbeau News 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
15 October 2020: In Lweba village (17km from Baraka town), Fizi territory, South Kivu province, two 
INGO aid workers, including a Congolese driver, were abducted by armed bandits in a road ambush 
which occurred at around 5pm. The vehicle in which they were travelling was abandoned and later 
retrieved by the INGO. Source: La Prunelle  
 
Mali 
15 October 2020: About 50km from Kidal town, a MINUSMA vehicle hit a roadside bomb, killing one 
peacekeeper, and seriously injuring another. The incident occurred around 1.30pm. Unconfirmed 
reports suggest the convoy was a supply convoy escorted by Egyptian peacekeepers. No group has 
yet claimed responsibility for the attack. Source: France24 
 
15 October 2020: Near Timbuktu city, Timbuktu region, shots were fired at a UN peacekeeping 
camp, injuring one peacekeeper. No group has yet claimed responsibility for the attack. Source: 
GardaWorld 
 
Niger 
Correction: We have received information from a regular reader that while the event from the Diffa 
reported in the last edition of the Bi-Weekly News Brief did occur, the offices of the Red Cross were 
not raided as reported by the quoted source. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
reader for sharing this information with us and encourage others to contact us with new/updated 
information on incidents impacting aid delivery.  
 
South Sudan 
11 October 2020: In Terekeka town and state, a South Sudanese LNGO aid worker was reportedly 
killed after being caught in crossfire while harvesting crops from his farm. Initial reports suggest the 
gunfire is attributed to disputing clans in the area. Source: AWSD1 
 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://corbeaunews-centrafrique.com/rca-un-camion-du-programme-alimentaire-mondial-pam-pille-a-gbadengue/
https://corbeaunews-centrafrique.com/rca-le-msf-suspend-momentanement-ses-activites-a-kabo-suite-a-un-incident/
https://corbeaunews-centrafrique.com/rca-le-msf-suspend-momentanement-ses-activites-a-kabo-suite-a-un-incident/
https://laprunellerdc.info/fizi-encore-deux-agents-humanitaires-enleves-par-des-bandits-armes-a-lweba/
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201015-un-peacekeeper-killed-in-mali-as-officials-slam-selective-hostage-releases
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/390146/mali-ied-attack-kills-peacekeeper-in-kidal-region-october-15
https://bit.ly/3jU8beV
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
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20 October 2020: A joint local statement by the European Union Delegation, all Heads of Mission 
of France, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, Canada, the United States, the United 
Kingdom and Switzerland expressed concern about increased threats facing aid workers in South 
Sudan. Source: Gurtong  
 
Reported on 23 October 2020: The U.S. Embassy in Juba received reports that a number of youth 
groups in Renk town, Eastern Nile state, are involved in the destruction of NGO property. Source: 
OSAC  
 
Zambia 
01 October 2020: In Kaoma district, Western province, two UN Zambian staff members from the 
Maheba Refugee Settlement, one female and one male, were reportedly injured as their marked 
vehicle travelled through Chilombu, 11km from Kaoma. Unknown perpetrators threw stones at the 
vehicle, causing the windshield to break and both staff members to sustain facial injuries which were 
treated at the hospital. Source: AWSD1 
 

Asia and Pacific 
Bangladesh 
11 October 2020: In Fakirhat upazila, Khulna division, Bagerhat district, four men (a taxi driver and 
three construction and agriculture workers) gang-raped a female NGO worker at her house during 
the night. The rapists filmed their attack in a blackmail attempt and stole money and gold ornaments 
from her house. Patrol police arrested one of the rapists but three others escaped. Source: Dhaka 
Tribune  
 
New Zealand 
19 October 2020: In Auckland city, four police officers raided the home of a humanitarian worker 
and that of a fellow member of the NZ-DPRK Society for donating personal protective equipment to 
North Korea. Police cited a breach of the 2017 UN sanctions against North Korea as a reason for 
the search. Source: Stuff 

Europe 
France 
14 October 2020: In Paris, police raided the home of the founder of the Muslim NGO BarakaCity, 
before mishandling him violently and arresting him. No official statement has been released by the 
authorities, but the Defence Minister has recently accused him of condoning terrorism. Source: AA 
 
Italy 
09 October 2020: In Sardinia region, Italian authorities prevented the NGO Sea Eye’s rescue ship 
Alan Kurdi from sailing due to alleged safety irregularities, before detaining it for the second time this 
year (05 May 2020). Source: Morning Star 

Middle East and North Africa 
Syrian Arab Republic 
04 October 2020: In the Kafrlossin area, north of Idlib, a male Syrian SCD volunteer was injured in 
a road safety accident (RSA) while on-duty. Source: Syrian Civil Defense 
 
Reported on 10 October: In Idlib governorate, two SCD volunteers were injured by bomb remnants 
as they were working to extinguish fires in Idlib countryside. Source: Syrian Civil Defense 
 
15 October 2020: In Idlib governorate, two Syrian aid workers and their driver were injured, one of 
them critically, after the car they were travelling in from a project site in Salqin city was hit by shrapnel 
resulting from a drone attack on another car travelling in the area. Source: UNOCHA 
 
20 October 2020: In Idlib city and governorate, an aid worker from the LNGO Molham Volunteering 
Team was arrested by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham as he visited the group’s office. There are major 
concerns he will be tortured and forcibly ‘disappeared’. Source: SNHR 

http://www.gurtong.net/ECM/Editorial/tabid/124/ctl/ArticleView/mid/519/articleId/22168/Heads-of-Mission-Concerned-About-Increased-Threat-Facing-Aid-Workers-in-South-Sudan.aspx
https://www.osac.gov/Content/Report/00565c93-56d0-4b35-9486-19f8817f936b
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2020/10/11/now-ngo-worker-gang-raped-in-bagerhat#:~:text=A%20female%20NGO%20worker%20has,29%2C%20%2D%2D%20in%20this%20regard.
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2020/10/11/now-ngo-worker-gang-raped-in-bagerhat#:~:text=A%20female%20NGO%20worker%20has,29%2C%20%2D%2D%20in%20this%20regard.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/121920207/kiwi-man-raided-by-police-over-north-korean-ppe-donation-says-it-was-like-a-sick-joke
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/french-police-arrest-muslim-ngo-head-in-raid/2006384
https://bit.ly/2MYFX3V
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/b/horrid-weekend-refugees-and-ngo-rescuers
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1312810144040968195
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1315011846244626437
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/RHC%20Statement_18%20October%202020_DS.pdf
http://sn4hr.org/sites/news/2020/10/20/hts-arrested-molham-volunteering-team-employee-idlib-city-october-20/
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Yemen 
14 October 2020: US officials confirmed the release of an American 60-year-old female aid worker 
who has been held captive by the Houthis for three years. She was released alongside another US 
citizen in a prisoner exchange involving at least 240 rebel fighters. The aid worker was in Yemen 
helping install water filtration systems. It is unclear how or why she was taken hostage. Sources: 
Ahram and Syracuse 
 
21 October 2020: In Aden governorate, a male Turkish Red Crescent staff member was injured in 
an armed attack by an unidentified perpetrator(s), requiring surgery. Sources: AA and Daily Sabah 
 
 

This bi-weekly news brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. It is part of the Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insecurity. It is prepared from information available in 

local, national, and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a 

representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery and have not been independently verified. All 

decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective 

organisations. Data collection is ongoing, and data may change as more information is made available. 

Join our mailing list to receive monthly reports on insecurity affecting the delivery of humanitarian assistance. Follow 

us on Twitter and Facebook. Visit our website to download previous News Briefs. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID or the U.S. Government. 

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2020. Aid in Danger Bi-weekly News Brief, 07-20 October 2020. Geneva: 

Insecurity Insight, Aid in Danger Project.  

                                                                   

 
 

1  The Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD) does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected by an incident. 
This is done in consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names published in this format and to afford 
equal respect to the many victims for whom this information is not available. Accessed 23 October 2020.  
 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsPrint/388839.aspx
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2020/10/skaneateles-woman-freed-after-16-months-as-hostage-in-yemen-following-us-brokered-deal.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/turkish-aid-worker-wounded-in-yemen-attack-/2013105
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkey-condemns-attack-on-aid-worker-in-yemen-expects-perpetrators-to-be-brought-to-justice
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://www.facebook.com/InsecInsight/
http://www.insecurityinsight.org/aidindanger/digests/

