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01 January-23 March 2021 Aid Worker KKA is now available to download on our website or on HDX.  

Insecurity Insight continuously updates data on aid workers killed, kidnapped or arrested (KKA). Updated data includes new 
and historic reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by Aid in Danger partner agencies. 

Past editions: 10-23 March 2021; 24 February - 9 March 

Join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter and Facebook. Get in touch to report an incident or have additional information on 
an incident we have reported on. 

 

Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers and aid delivery. 

Africa 
Cameroon 
26 March 2021: In Ikata village, Southwest region, a group of armed men opened fire with automatic 
weapons on a UN two-vehicle convoy carrying seven staff members as it was conducting a 
monitoring mission to Munyende village, causing significant damage to the vehicles. Source: OCHA 
 
Central African Republic 
As reported on 06 April 2021: Update: Rebels belonging to the Coalition of Patriots for Change 
admitted that they attacked an OCHA convoy in Bakouma on 23 March for the reason that the convoy 
was carrying soldiers of the Central African Armed Forces. Source: HumAngle 

 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
30 March 2021: In Butembo city, North Kivu province, youths intercepted a World Food Programme 
truck and attempted to search through its merchandise, suspecting it to be transporting military 
equipment. When officials, under pressure from the youths, searched the truck and found two military 
outfits apparently belonging to two military wives who were on board the truck, the youths attempted 
to burn the vehicle and its merchandise, resulting in armed clashes with police officials. Suspicions 
by locals of collaboration between UN organisations and local armed groups had been recently 
documented in a Social Media Monitoring report on the DRC following the recent murder of the 
Italian ambassador while travelling in a WFP convoy. Source: Actualité 
 
Ethiopia 
23 March 2021: Along the road between Mekele and Adigrat cities, Tigray region, three MSF staffers 
on a clearly marked MSF vehicle encountered what appeared to be the aftermath of an ambush of 
a military convoy by an armed group. Ethiopian soldiers at the scene stopped the MSF vehicle and 
two public transport minibuses. Whilst female passengers and their children were allowed to walk 
away, at least four men were executed. The MSF employees were allowed to leave the scene, until 
their vehicle was stopped again and their driver beaten and threatened with death. The team was 
eventually allowed to continue its journey to Mekele. Sources: Al Jazeera and MSF 
 
24 March 2021: Between Asosa and Yaso, Benshangul-Gumaz region, the driver of a humanitarian 
vehicle was fatally shot by unidentified men. Source: ACLED1 

 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://bit.ly/3rzCGKl
https://bit.ly/3tDfTPl
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://www.facebook.com/InsecInsight/
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Statement%20HC%20Cameroon%20-%20Attack%20on%20UN%20convoy%20FV.pdf
https://humangle.ng/cpc-rebels-explain-why-they-attacked-humanitarian-convoy-in-car/
https://bit.ly/38fMbYl
https://actualite.cd/2021/03/31/rdc-ce-que-lon-sait-du-vehicule-du-pam-intercepte-par-des-jeunes-butembo
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/24/horrific-msf-witness-execution-of-at-least-four-men-in-tigray
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/news-stories/news/ethiopia-msf-staff-attacked-after-witnessing-killings-soldiers-tigray
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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24 March 2021: In West Wellega, Oromia Region, an INGO national driver was shot dead after 
being ambushed by gunmen. Source: AWSD2 

 

Sexual Violence in Ethiopia’s Tigray Region 
This document by Insecurity insight analyses a sample of 36 reported incidents of sexual violence 
that occurred in Tigray region between November 2020 and March 2021. Among this sample, 106 
women and girls were affected by sexual violence and at least 144 different perpetrators were 
involved. Access this data on HDX.  
 
Kenya 
03 April 2021: Between Marsabit and Laisamis towns, Marsabit county, gunmen attacked an ICRC 
convoy of four trucks after it transported humanitarian relief items to Ethiopia. Source: ICRC Nairobi 
Regional Delegation 
 
Mali 
As reported on 01 April 2021: Update: A body recently handed over to Malian authorities has been 
confirmed as that of a female Swiss Christian missionary who had been held hostage by Islamist 
militants since 2016. Source: BBC 
 
Nigeria 
As reported on 31 March 2021: In Borno state, potential attacks by ISWAP militants, coupled with 
the unavailability and unreliability of UNHAS flights, have prompted INGOs and NGOs to withdraw 
their staff across all LGAs. Source: Twitter 
 
South Sudan 
22 March 2021: In Yambio city and county, Western Equatoria state, the driver of a UNMISS vehicle 
was arrested by police after his car hit and killed a prison warder who was riding a bicycle at the 
Yambio market. Source: Eye Radio 
 
05 April 2021: Between Western Equatoria and Bahr el Ghazal, an unspecified number of UN 
vehicles were set on fire and destroyed. Two of the drivers were killed. Source: WikiRumours 
 
Sudan 
05 April 2021: In Geneina city, West Darfur state, clashes between the Masalit and Arab tribes 
forced the suspension of all aid operations, and the cancellation of all humanitarian flights until the 
security situation is improved. Source: OCHA 
 
03 April 2021: In Jebel Marra, Darfur state, a clearly marked MSF ambulance, travelling from Rokero 
to Al-Fasher Hospital was carjacked. The passengers, who included a pregnant woman, had all their 
belongings stolen and were left by the roadside. In response to the incident, MSF temporarily 
stopped all referrals to Al-Fasher hospital until they could guarantee the safety of patients and 
medical staff. Sources: MSF I and MSF II 

Asia 
Afghanistan 
As reported on 04 March 2021: In Taliban-controlled areas, Taliban militants have demanded the 
termination of projects aimed at aiding women to be more independent and have barred female aid 
workers from entering their territory. Source: France 24 
 
29 March 2021: In Jalalabad, three female Pakistaini UN-funded polio vaccination workers were 
shot dead at the same time that an explosive attack on the health department building took place. 
Source: AWSD2 

 
Myanmar 
22 March 2021: In Chanmyathazi township, Mandalay city and division, security forces shot in the 
head and killed a young man and volunteer of the charity group Ko Zaw Lin Htike, as he was 
attending to injured civilians during a crackdown in the Myayee Nanda Housing Estate. Source: 
Irrawaddy 

https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://bit.ly/3u16iBK
https://insecurityinsight.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ca1f5d2d10a8ab5e9333c51f&id=8a8181dd11&e=4b5ade5e34
https://twitter.com/ICRC_Nairobi/status/1378680111118045191
https://twitter.com/ICRC_Nairobi/status/1378680111118045191
https://news.yahoo.com/swiss-hostage-mali-remains-missionary-162121991.html
https://twitter.com/ho_hss/status/1376953078499401737
https://eyeradio.org/yambio-cyclist-killed-in-un-car-accident/
https://www.wikirumours.org/rumour/rKc7wu/united-nations-vehicles-were-burnt-to-ashes-with-two-drivers
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-conflict-flash-update-11-west-darfur-6-april-2021-enar
https://msf.or.ke/en/magazine/sudan-msf-condemns-attack-ambulance-taking-pregnant-woman-hospital
https://twitter.com/MSF_EastAfrica/status/1380477307526189059
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210304-taliban-aid-crackdown-spreads-fear-over-treatment-of-women
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/remembering-myanmars-fallen-heroes.html
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Europe 
Italy 
30 March 2021: In San Francesco al Campo commune, Turin metropolitan city, Piedmont region, 
insults, hate speech and racist messages were made against the Italian Red Cross Committee of 
San Francesco al Campo during an online course by unidentified offenders. Source: CRI Sicilia 

Middle East and North Africa 
Saudi Arabia 
05 April 2021: A Saudi counterterrorism court sentenced a Saudi Red Crescent aid worker and 
human rights activist to 20 years imprisonment, followed with a 20-year travel ban, for allegedly 
running an anonymous Twitter account he used to criticise the Saudi Government over human rights 
and social justice issues. The victim had been detained for 1,120 days with hearings held in secret 
and allegedly subjected to torture prior to his conviction. Source: The New Arab I, The New Arab 
II 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
21 March 2021: In Atareb town, sub-district and district, Aleppo governorate, Syrian Government 
artillery shells hit the entrance and courtyard of the underground SAMS Foundation-supported al 
Atareb Surgical Hospital, also known as al Maghara Hospital, resulting in seven deaths among 
patients and visitors, including a 10-year-old boy, and 14 injuries of medical staff. The hospital, 
including its orthopedic and emergency clinics, sustained significant damage and was 
decommissioned as a result. The hospital had also been partially supported by other INGOs. 
Sources: Independent, OCHA, SNHR, The New Arab I and The New Arab II 
 
04 April 2021: In an unspecified location, three members of the Unexploded Ordnance Team of the 
Syria Civil Defence lost their lives whilst on duty. Source: The White Helmets 
 
Yemen 
04 April 2021: In Al Qasha area, Al Dhalee city, three women were injured when a hand grenade 
was thrown at the premises of an INGO office. Source: CIMP 
 
 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. It is part of the Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, 

national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery 

and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information 

remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2021. Aid in Danger Bi-Monthly News Brief, 23 March-06 April 2021. 

Geneva: Insecurity Insight.  

                                                                   

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 09 April 2021 

2 The Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD) does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected by an incident. 
This is done in consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names published in this format and to afford 
equal respect to the many victims for whom this information is not available. Accessed 09 April 2021.  
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https://twitter.com/SiciliaCri/status/1377214086312648706
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/4/6/saudi-human-rights-activist-sentenced-to-20-years
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/4/6/us-concerned-over-saudi-aid-workers-20-year-jail-term
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/4/6/us-concerned-over-saudi-aid-workers-20-year-jail-term
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/syria-airstrikes-humanitarian-aid-idlib-aleppo-b1821283.html
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/rhc_and_rchc_joint_statement_-_civilian_casualties_in_al_aterab_and_aleppo_city_-_21_march_final.pdf
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/03/21/condemnation-of-attacks-carried-out-by-syrian-regime-forces-in-al-atareb-surgical-hospital-in-al-atareb-city-in-aleppo-suburbs-on-march-21/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/21/syria-regime-shelling-on-aleppo-hospital-kills-5-civilians
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/22/aid-groups-slam-syrian-regime-attack-on-medical-centre
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1378774394235977732
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/

