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01 January-19 October 2021 Aid Worker KKA is now available for download on our website or on HDX. Insecurity 
Insight continuously updates data on aid workers killed, kidnapped or arrested (KKA). Updated data includes new and historic 
reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by Aid in Danger partner agencies. 

Past editions: 22 September-05 October; 08-21 September. Help support our work by sharing this resource with your 
networks. Please copy and paste this link: bit.ly/6-19Oct2021AidBMNB 

Join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter. Get in touch to report an incident or have additional information on an incident we 
have reported on. 

 

Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers and aid delivery. 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
13 October 2021: On the road between Dori and Goudebo towns, Séno province, Sahel region, 
around twenty armed men on motorbikes ambushed a Christian Relief and Development 
Organisation vehicle carrying six people on the way back from a visit to a refugee camp in Goudebo. 
The driver was injured by the gunshots as the NGO vehicle successfully turned back to escape the 
ambush and the rest of the people onboard escaped without injury. Source: Minute 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
05 October 2021: In Kalongwe town, South Kivu province, armed men ambushed and kidnapped 
four people, including three INGO health workers. All three were freed on 09 October. Source: 
Actualité I, Actualité II, and La Prunelle  
 
07 October 2021: In Kingarame village, Nyiragongo territory, North Kivu province, an armed group 
abducted four people reportedly traveling in an NGO vehicle. Source: ACLED1 

 

Download data on aid workers kidnapped in the DRC on our website or on HDX. At least 
11 aid workers have been kidnapped in the DCR so far this year.  

 
Ethiopia 
As reported on 09 October 2021: A de facto blockade has been preventing most humanitarian aid 
from getting into the Tigray region. Whilst the Ethiopian Government blames the TPLF for obstructing 
deliveries, the US Government has stated that access to essential supplies and services is being 
denied by the Ethiopian Government. Source: The New Arab 
 
26 October 2021: UN air flights into Mekelle will be suspended due to the risk to aircraft from 
indiscriminate fire as the Ethiopian government steps up airstrikes, further stretching humanitarian 
support in Tigray. Read Vigil Insights Flash Analysis and Prediction  
 
 
 
 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://bit.ly/22Sept-05OctAidBMNB
https://bit.ly/8-21Sept21AidBMNB
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://minute.bf/seno-le-chauffeur-dune-ong-blesse-dans-une-attaque/
https://actualite.cd/2021/10/06/rdc-des-agents-de-long-international-medical-corps-kidnappes-par-les-hommes-armes-pres
https://actualite.cd/2021/10/09/rdc-apres-quatre-jours-dotage-les-trois-agents-de-imc-et-un-infirmier-sont-liberes-par
https://laprunellerdc.info/fizi-4-agents-de-international-medical-corps-kidnappes-pres-de-fizi-centre/
https://laprunellerdc.info/fizi-4-agents-de-international-medical-corps-kidnappes-pres-de-fizi-centre/
https://laprunellerdc.info/fizi-4-agents-de-international-medical-corps-kidnappes-pres-de-fizi-centre/
https://acleddata.com/
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/ethiopia-forces-strike-tigray-rebels-massive-move
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/ethiopia-forces-strike-tigray-rebels-massive-move
https://bit.ly/EthFlash26Oct2021
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Nigeria 
As reported on 11 October 2021: In Nguma village, Umuapu district, Ohaij Egbema LGA, Imo 
state, ISWAP militants reportedly kidnapped an aid worker. Source: Twitter 
 

Download data on aid workers kidnapped in Nigeria on our website or on HDX. At least 
16 aid workers have been kidnapped in Nigeria so far this year.  

 
South Sudan 
30 September 2021: Officials from the National Security Service arrested the Country Director of 
Oxfam International, a male Sudanese national. The authorities did not provide any information 
about the charges against the aid worker, citing ongoing investigations. Source: Radio Tamazuj 
 
12 October 2021: In Hai-Nyakama area, Yei River state, an INGO aid worker was reportedly killed 
in his residence with a metal object. A number of suspects were apprehended by the authorities. 
Source: Wiki Rumours  
 
As reported on 15 October 2021: In Tambora town, Tambora county, Western Equatoria state, 
renewed fighting between government forces and armed elements resulted in the withdrawal of 
INGOs from the area. World Vision and the World Food Program have moved their staff to Yambio 
city and county. Sources: Radio Miraya and Radio Tamazuj 
 

Download data on aid workers killed in South Sudan on our website or on HDX. At least 
14 aid workers have been killed in South Sudan so far this year.  

Asia 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
As reported on 07 October 2021: Several humanitarian organisations — including the Norwegian 
Red Cross and the First Steps Health Society — have reported difficulty in sending COVID-19 aid to 
North Korea. Source: Radio Free Asia 
 
Myanmar 
04 October 2021: In Hlegu township, Yangon region, junta forces arrested a Muslim aid worker and 
tortured him at an interrogation centre at the Hlegu Township Stadium. The victim was reportedly 
slapped, beaten, had his legs crushed with an iron rod and his teeth pulled out during the 
interrogation. He was eventually shot in the head. An Islamic aid group reportedly tried to retrieve 
his body from the hospital to carry out religious rites but was blocked from doing so. His body was 
cremated by junta forces. Source: Mizzima 

Europe 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
07 October 2021: Update: The Muslim charity Human Aid has lost valuable resources that could 
have been used to assist those in need in conflict areas as a result of a two-year investigation 
conducted by the Charity Commission, which the former claims was based on institutional 
Islamophobia. The inquiry was prompted in July 2019, when border police stopped Human Aid UK 
workers at Heathrow Airport under Schedule 7 Counterterrorism Act 2008 while they were on their 
way to the Gaza Strip with GBP9,200 in their possession. Source: The New Arab 

Middle East and North Africa 
Saudi Arabia 
As reported on 07 October 2021: Update: A Saudi appeals court has upheld the sentence given 
to a Red Crescent Society aid worker of 20 years in prison followed by a 20-year travel ban, first 
given to the aid worker through a counterterrorism court in early 2021. Source: Reuters and The 
New Arab 
 
 

https://twitter.com/TomaszRolbiecki/status/1447534676499894277
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/south-sudan-authorities-arrest-oxfam-boss
https://wikirumours.org/en/reports/view_report/WX1JJM
https://twitter.com/RadioMiraya/status/1449031292297924612
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/aid-workers-pull-out-of-troubled-tambura-county
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/aid-10072021191235.html
https://mizzima.com/article/charity-activist-ko-aung-aung-dies-junta-captivity-yangon
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/uk-muslim-ngo-says-charity-commission-probe-islamophobic
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/saudi-appeals-court-upholds-lengthy-sentence-aid-worker-2021-10-06/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/saudi-appeals-court-upholds-20-year-sentence-aid-worker
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/saudi-appeals-court-upholds-20-year-sentence-aid-worker
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Yemen 
19 October 2021: At Al Arish area, Khur Maksar district, Aden governorate, an IOM warehouse was 
damaged by an IED explosion. Source: CIMP 

The Americas 
Haiti 
16 October 2021: In Port-au-Prince, seven female and five male aid workers working for Christian 
Aid Ministries, along with five children, were all kidnapped when returning from a visit to an 
orphanage. They were reportedly traveling in a bus from an orphanage to the airport when the attack 
occurred. They are believed to have been kidnapped by the 400 Mawozo gang. Sources: BBC, 
GardaWorld and WSJ 
 

Download data on aid workers kidnapped in Haiti on our website or on HDX. At least 25 
aid workers have been kidnapped and six others killed in Haiti since 2010.  

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. It is part of the Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, 

national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery 

and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information 

remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 

Insecurity Insight. 2021. Aid in Danger Bi-Monthly News Brief, 06-19 October 2021. Geneva: Insecurity Insight. 

bit.ly/6-19Oct2021AidBMNB 

                                                                   

 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 22 October 2021 

 

https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-58948107
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/535261/haiti-assailants-reportedly-kidnapped-up-to-17-us-missionaries-in-port-au-prince-oct-16
https://www.wsj.com/articles/group-of-16-americans-and-a-canadian-including-five-children-kidnapped-in-haiti-11634497450?mod=article_inline
http://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/haiti
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/haiti-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

