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01 January-19 October 2021 Aid Worker KKA is now available for download on our website or on HDX. Insecurity 
Insight continuously updates data on aid workers killed, kidnapped or arrested (KKA). Updated data includes new and historic 
reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by Aid in Danger partner agencies. 

Past editions: 06-19 October; 22 September-05 October. Help support our work by sharing this resource with your networks. 
Please copy and paste this link: bit.ly/20Oct-02Nov2021AidBMNB 

Join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter. Get in touch to report an incident or have additional information on an incident we 
have reported on. 

 

Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers and aid delivery. 
 

As reported on 23 October 2021: According to an MSF report, the provision of health and aid in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Nigeria has been undermined by attempts to abide by the counter-terror 
measures of the USA and other states. Source: The New Arab 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
23 October 2021: In Ganyela village, Fada N'gourma city and department Gourma province, 
suspected Jama'a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM) militants kidnapped three INGO health 
workers and seized their vehicle. Source: ACLED1 

 
Central African Republic 
As reported on 28 October 2021: Aid workers, peacekeepers, journalists and minorities are being 
harassed by personnel of the Russian Government-linked paramilitary organisation known as the 
Wagner Group, who work closely with the CAR national army and police force. Source: France 24 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
28 October 2021: In Bambu village, Djugu town, Ituri province, suspected Coopérative de 
développement économique du Congo (CODECO) rebels ambushed an MSF vehicle with five staff 
members on board, leaving two injured with gunshot wounds. Following the incident, MSF 
temporarily suspended its activities in the Bambu health zone. Sources: Actualité I, Actualité II, 
La Prunelle I, La Prunelle II, La Prunelle III, MSF Western & Central Africa, and Radio Okapi 
 
Ethiopia 
As reported on 22 October 2021: In Afar region, some 14 Tigray-bound fuel trucks have remained 
stranded despite being granted government permission to proceed, forcing some aid groups to 
suspend or reduce their operations, including food distribution, in Tigray, where hundreds of 
thousands of people are at risk of famine. Source: The New Arab 
 
As reported on 22 October 2021: In Addis Ababa, a UNHAS Mekelle-bound flight with 11 
passengers that had been cleared by federal authorities received instructions from the Mekelle 
Airport control tower to abort landing due to government airstrikes, forcing it to return to the capital. 
Sources: AP, UN OCHA, and Twitter. Read Flash Analysis and Prediction by Vigil Insight 
 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://bit.ly/6-19Oct2021AidBMNB
https://bit.ly/22Sept-05OctAidBMNB
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/counter-terror-measures-hindering-healthcare-delivery-msf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20211028-un-experts-urge-car-to-cut-ties-with-russia-s-wagner-group-over-grave-accusations-of-rights-abuses
https://actualite.cd/2021/10/29/rdc-ituri-un-vehicule-de-msf-attaque-deux-humanitaires-blesses-par-balle
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2021/10/31/rdc-ituri-msf-suspend-ses-activites-dans-la-zone-de-sante-de-bambu-apres-lattaque-qui
https://laprunellerdc.info/ituri-deux-agents-msf-touches-par-balle-dans-une-fusillade-a-nizi/
https://laprunellerdc.info/rdc-msf-suspend-ses-activites-a-bambu-ituri/
https://laprunellerdc.info/ituri-15-civils-tues-par-des-miliciens-codeco-dans-plusieurs-villages-a-djugu/
https://twitter.com/MSF_WestAfrica/status/1454007891837562884
https://www.radiookapi.net/2021/11/02/actualite/securite/insecurite-djugu-msf-suspend-ses-activites-bambu
https://www.radiookapi.net/2021/11/02/actualite/securite/insecurite-djugu-msf-suspend-ses-activites-bambu
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/fuel-shortages-block-food-aid-war-hit-tigray-un
https://apnews.com/article/africa-kenya-ethiopia-abiy-ahmed-48376e73283ec63b45664b7fe4631a3a
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/
https://twitter.com/willintune/status/1451622315893067777
https://bit.ly/EthFlash26Oct2021
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08 November 2021: The new opposition alliance remains capable of further advances towards 
Addis Ababa but a desire for international legitimacy means an assault on the city is unlikely in the 
short term; longer term the government is likely to be forced to change. Read Flash Analysis and 
Prediction by Vigil Insight 
 

Download data on aid workers killed in Ethiopia on our website or on HDX. At least 24 aid 
workers have been killed since the Tigray conflict began in November 2020.  

 
South Sudan 
Between 11 and 17 October 2021: In Tambura town and county, Western Equatoria state, an 
eruption of heavy fighting forced aid organisations providing health care and food assistance - 
including World Vision, WFP and UNICEF - to suspend operations and relocate their staff out of 
South Sudan. Source: Eye Radio 
 
Sudan 
25 October 2021: Following a military coup, the US Government suspended USD 700 million in aid 
to Sudan, urging the immediate restoration of a civilian government. Source: The New Arab 

Asia 
Myanmar 
16 October 2021: In Sagaing town, township, district and region, State Administration Council (SAC) 
forces reportedly raided the house of aid workers from the faith-based INGO SERT, seizing a laptop, 
motorcycle and other household properties. Source: ACLED1 
 
As reported on 20 October 2021: The SAC is reportedly blocking aid from getting into certain areas 
by deliberately creating bureaucratic impediments, such as delays in travel authorisation and visa, 
at checkpoints. As a result, thousands of IDPs face shortages of food, drinking water, shelter, and 
health care. Source: Radio Free Asia  
 
23 October 2021: In Ngapali town, Thandwe township, Thandwe district, Rakhine state, SAC forces 
reportedly arrested an aid worker. Source: ACLED1 
 
29 October 2021: In Thantlang town, Thantlang township, Chin state, a Save the Children office 
was reportedly deliberately set ablaze along with dozens of other buildings, during a military offensive 
in the area. Source: Save the Children 
 

Download data on aid workers arrested in Myanmar on our website or on HDX. At least 
51 aid workers have been arrested and four others killed in Myanmar since the military coup in 
February.  

Middle East and North Africa 
Occupied Palestinian Territories 
22 October 2021: The Israeli Government has designated six Palestinian NGOs — including the 
Defence for Children Palestine, Addameer, and the Union of Palestinian Women’s Committees — 
as terrorist organisations over alleged ties to the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
effectively banning them. Some of these NGOs had collaborated considerably with Amnesty 
International, Oxfam, Save the Children and UN entities. Sources: Al-Haq, The New Arab I and 
The New Arab II  
 
26 October 2021: Near Burin town, Nablus Governorate, Israeli settlers attacked ICRC staff with 
pepper spray during a joint field visit with Palestinian farmers and IDF officials. ICRC staff were 
subsequently escorted by IDF officials to a military base, where they were provided with first aid. 
Source: ICRC    
 

https://bit.ly/EthFlash08Nov2021
https://bit.ly/EthFlash08Nov2021
http://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/ethiopia
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/ethiopia-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://eyeradio.org/idps-appeal-to-aid-organizations-to-return-to-tambura/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/us-pauses-700-mn-aid-sudan-after-military-takeover
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/us-thailand-aid-10202021181827.html
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/myanmar-save-children-office-destroyed-fire-amid-violent-clashes
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/19136.html
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/israel-says-us-knew-about-outlawing-palestinian-civil-groups
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/un-rights-experts-slam-israels-palestinian-ngo-bans
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/israel-and-occupied-territories-icrc-condemns-violent-behavior
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This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance. It is part of the Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, 

national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery 

and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information 

remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 

Insecurity Insight. 2021. Aid in Danger Bi-Monthly News Brief, 20 October-02 November 2021. Geneva: 

Insecurity Insight. bit.ly/20Oct-02Nov2021AidBMNB 

                                                                   

 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 29 October 2021. 

https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

