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Out now: The 2021 SHCC report ‘Unrelenting Violence’ on attacks on health care in 2021 with country factsheets. 
available for: Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, CAR, DRC, Ethiopia, Haiti, Mali, Myanmar, Nigeria, oPt, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Alternatively, you can download the full report here.  

 

Past editions: 04-17 May;  20 April-03 May; 06-19 April; All.  Help support our work by sharing this resource. Please 
copy and paste this link: https://bit.ly/18-31May2021HealthBMNB 

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets or if you have made a public statement that you would 
like us to include in our Bi Monthly News Brief.  

 

SHCC Attacks on Health Care 
The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in 
Conflict Coalition (SHCC). 

Africa 
Cameroon 
19 May 2022: Update: Two MSF staff, who were arrested on 27 December following the transfer by 
ambulance of an injured patient, have been provisionally released from prison. Two others remain 
detained. Source: MSF Western & Central Africa 
  
Central African Republic 
28 May 2022: In Moyenne-Sido locality, Ouham prefecture, a 46-year-old medicine dispenser from 
MSF was shot three times at his home by a member of the armed forces, and a few hours later, died 
of his wounds in the Kabo Hospital. Sources: MSF and MSF International 
 
Mali 
26 May 2022: In Gao city, gunmen assaulted a woman at a medical centre. Source: ACLED1 
 
Mozambique 
26 May 2022: Near Muaguiden, Cabo Delgado province, suspected Islamist militia members 
attacked a car carrying staff and medicine from the Meluco's District of Health, Women and Social 
Action Services. One person disappeared while others escaped the attack. Computer equipment, 
money and mobile phones were robbed. The car was later recovered. Source: ACLED1 
 
South Sudan 
19 May 2022: In Nimule town, Magwi county, Eastern Equatoria state, suspected cattle keepers 
from Jonglei state dragged a medical officer in his late 50s out of a health centre and cut his throat 
using a knife, killing him. According to the 2021 SHCC report, 12 health workers were killed in South 
Sudan in 2021, and a further 12 were injured.Sources: Radio Tamazuj, Sudans Post and 
WHOSSA2 
 
As reported on 20 May 2022: In Mundri West county, Western Equatoria state, MSF has pulled out 
from the Mundri Primary Health Care Centre since last month for unspecified reasons. Source: 
Radio Tamazuj 

http://shcc.pub/AFG2021
http://shcc.pub/BFA2021
http://shcc.pub/CAR2021
http://shcc.pub/DRC2021
http://shcc.pub/ETH2021
http://shcc.pub/HTI2021
http://shcc.pub/MLI2021
http://shcc.pub/MMR2021
http://shcc.pub/NGA2021
http://shcc.pub/OPT2021
http://shcc.pub/SSD2021
http://shcc.pub/SDN2021
http://shcc.pub/SYR2021
http://shcc.pub/YEM2021
https://shcc.pub/UnrelentingViolence2021
http://bit.ly/04-17May2022HealthBMNB
http://bit.ly/20Apr-03May2022HealthBMNB
http://bit.ly/06-19Apr2022HealthBMNB
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://insecurityinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SHCC-Methodology.pdf
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://twitter.com/MSF_WestAfrica/status/1527629341974200325
https://www.msf.org/msf-condemns-killing-our-colleague-central-african-republic?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=May
https://twitter.com/MSF/status/1531574893229252611
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://shcc.pub/SSD2021
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/disabled-man-killed-in-nimule-town
https://www.sudanspost.com/south-sudans-outspoken-activist-condemns-gruesome-murder-of-magwi-doctor/
https://extranet.who.int/ssa/Index.aspx
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/lack-of-medics-drug-shortages-plague-mundri-phcc
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/lack-of-medics-drug-shortages-plague-mundri-phcc
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25 May 2022: In an undisclosed location, violence was used against a vaccination team who were 
on their way to health facilities in Wunkok and Manyumen Boma. Medical supplies were possibly 
taken and the staff may have been detained. However, no staff injuries were reported. Source: 
WHOSSA2 
 
Sudan 
As reported on 20 May 2022: The former Director of the Development and Projects Department, 
Federal Health Ministry, declared that health institutions across Sudan are suffering from severe 
corruption. Source: Radio Dabanga 
  
25 May 2022: In Saraf Omra locality, North Darfur state, a policeman pointed his weapon at the 
accounting staff of the Saraf Omra Hospital amid disagreement about the payment of some 
transaction fees, prompting visitors to disarm him. Source: Radio Dabanga 
  
26 May 2022: In El Deyoum El Shargiya area, Khartoum, security forces fired teargas in front of the 
El Jawda Hospital, causing staff and patients to suffocate, including those in critical condition and 
with chronic diseases. In 2021, security forces raided hospitals in Sudan at least 25 times.Source: 
Radio Dabanga 

Asia 
Afghanistan 
24 May 2022: In Shinwari district, Parwan province, a doctor and an ambulance driver were severely 
beaten by Taliban forces while they were transferring a patient to hospital. Source: ACLED1 
 
Pakistan 
17 May 2022: In Mirali town, North Waziristan district, Bannu division, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, unidentified perpetrators kidnapped a male doctor while he was performing duties related 
to an anti-polio programme. In response to his abduction, on 19 May, members of the local chapters 
of the associations of young and senior doctors demanded that the Pakistani authorities immediately 
recover the victim, and threatened to boycott the anti-polio campaign if their demand was not met. 
Source: Dawn 
 

When Vaccine Hesitancy Turns Violent  

Incidents of critical violence against vaccination campaigns have remained a regular feature since 2016, although 
COVID-19 restrictions may have (at least partly) been responsible for a decrease in incidents in 2020 due to the 
temporary suspension of vaccination rollouts. According to our data the most frequent targets of these attacks are polio 
vaccination campaigns.  

Vaccination campaigns are particularly frequently violently attacked in Pakistan and Afghanistan, which are the only two 
countries in the world where polio has remained endemic. However, the phenomenon is widening, targeting vaccination 
campaigns against other diseases including COVID-19 (9 incidents), measles (4 incidents), cholera (2 incidents), ebola 
and malaria (1 incident each). Read this blog on the RIAH website or download as a PDF.  

 
The Philippines 
As reported on 28 May 2022: In various provinces, at least 10 doctors have been killed amid 
growing nationwide violence and impunity since 2017. Sources: The Lancet and Twitter 
 

Middle East North Africa 
Morocco 
19 May 2022: In Settat, Casablanca-Settat, an unidentified armed group with knives and dogs 
attacked and physically assaulted health workers at a hospital. Source: ACLED1 
 
Occupied Palestinian Territories 
16 May 2022: In an undisclosed location, violence was used against health transport. Source: 
WHOSSA 
 

https://extranet.who.int/ssa/Index.aspx
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-health-system-plagued-by-corruption
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/violence-in-north-and-west-darfur
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/hospital-tear-gassed-at-yesterday-s-marches-of-the-millions
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1690531
https://riah.manchester.ac.uk/articles/vaccine-blog/
https://bit.ly/VaccineCampaignBlog2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00785-1/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
https://twitter.com/vivasaludbe/status/1531246903832330241
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://extranet.who.int/ssa/Index.aspx
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24 May 2022: In Nablus, West Bank, Israeli soldiers fired tear gas canisters towards ICRC 
ambulances following clashes between Palestinians and Israeli military forces after the latter raided 
the area to secure settlers' visit to Joseph's tomb. Source: ACLED1 

The Americas 
Haiti 
As reported on 03 May 2022: In Marin village, Croix-des-Bouquets commune and arrondissement, 
Ouest department, unidentified perpetrators looted a hospital amid continued gang violence. 
Source: UN News 
 
As reported on 03 May 2022: In Cite Soleil, Bas Delmas and Martissant neighbourhoods, Port-au-
Prince, and Croix-des-Bouquets commune and arrondissement, Ouest department, continued gang 
violence has forced the closure of health care centres, schools and markets. Source: UN News 
 
05 May 2022: In Port-au-Prince, a paediatrician and epilepsy specialist was kidnapped by armed 
gang members while she was on her way to work. In response, health care workers walked out from 
the Saint Luc and Saint Damien Hospitals, leaving the facilities out of operation for almost two weeks. 
At least eight health workers were kidnapped in 2021 in Haiti. Sources: MSF and The BMJ 
 
17 May 2022: In Port-au-Prince, the Medical Director of the Haitian State University Hospital was 
kidnapped by members of armed gangs. Sources: MSF and The BMJ 
 
22 May 2022: In Port-au-Prince, health care workers from four hospitals launched a strike in 
solidarity with colleagues who had been kidnapped by armed gangs, prompting the facilities to close 
temporarily. Many patients are, as a result, turning to the MSF-run Emergency Centre in Turgeau 
neighbourhood, which is becoming increasingly congested and is facing great difficulties in referring 
patients elsewhere for further treatment. Sources: MSF and The BMJ 
 

Acceptance as a Security Risk Management Strategy  

Acceptance is one of the pillars of aid security risk management (SRM). An acceptance strategy ensures access to 
populations in need while ensuring duty of care for staff and the protection of assets. A good acceptance strategy builds 
on effective relationships to cultivate and maintain consent from beneficiaries, local communities, local authorities and 
community leaders. It also includes engaging as far as possible with threat actors to avoid, prevent, or mitigate potential 
dangers in order to ensure access to vulnerable populations and undertake programme activities. 

Our latest report provides a list of practical steps that can be taken to develop acceptance based security risk mitigation 
measures in Haiti. It draws on NGO experiences in developing an acceptance-based security risk approach in Haiti and 
elsewhere. Available in English and French.  

 

 

Global Health Insecurity 
These events go beyond the definition used by the SHCC to cover a wider range of events that affect 
the provision of health care including events perpetrated by patients or relatives of patients, private 
individuals and criminals as well as significant strike action or protests by health care personnel. 
Asia 

19 May 2022: In the National Capital Territory of Delhi, doctors at the Kalawati Saran Children’s 
Hospital were assaulted by the relatives of five-month-old twins who died at the facility within days 
of each other. In protest, Lady Hardinge Medical College resident doctors went on a strike upon the 
order of the Resident Doctors’ Association of Delhi, withdrawing from routing and emergency 
services for half a day. Sources: NDTV and The Indian Express 
 
25 May 2022: In Dindigul city and district, Tamil Nadu state, five men in a vehicle abducted a 65-
year-old doctor and threatened him with death, requesting him to pay INR200,000 for his release. 
Police managed to rescue the doctor and arrested the kidnappers. Source: Medical Dialogues 

https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/05/1117432
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/05/1117432
https://shcc.pub/HTI2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-attacks-medical-staff-leave-population-without-health-care
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o1366#:~:text=Gang%20violence%20in%20Port%2Dau,Fronti%C3%A8res%20(MSF)%20has%20warned.
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-attacks-medical-staff-leave-population-without-health-care
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o1366#:~:text=Gang%20violence%20in%20Port%2Dau,Fronti%C3%A8res%20(MSF)%20has%20warned.
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-attacks-medical-staff-leave-population-without-health-care
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o1366#:~:text=Gang%20violence%20in%20Port%2Dau,Fronti%C3%A8res%20(MSF)%20has%20warned.
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o1366#:~:text=Gang%20violence%20in%20Port%2Dau,Fronti%C3%A8res%20(MSF)%20has%20warned.
https://bit.ly/HaitiAcceptance
https://bit.ly/HaitiLacceptation
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/delhi-hospital-lady-hardinge-medical-colleges-junior-doctors-over-assault-withdrawing-from-all-services-2989120
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/strike-at-delhis-lady-hardinge-medical-college-emergency-services-also-likely-to-be-affected-7925132/
https://medicaldialogues.in/news/health/doctors/tamil-nadu-siddha-doctor-kidnapped-for-rs-2-lakh-ransom-5-arrested-93738
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Europe 
Malta 
09 May 2022: In Marsa town, Southern Harbour district, South Eastern region, a female 
gynaecologist and member of Doctors for Choice was physically assaulted by a woman as she stood 
on a roadside holding a placard calling for the legalisation of abortion in Malta. The same doctor has 
also received hate speech and threatening messages on Facebook. Sources: Malta Today, Times 
of Malta I and Times of Malta II 

Middle East North Africa 
Israel 
16 May 2022: In Jerusalem, family members of a patient who died at the Hadassah Hospital attacked 
two medical staff and caused damage to the Intensive Care Unit upon being notified of the patient’s 
death. In response, the Israel Medical Association announced a 24-hour strike for 19 May. By 21 
May, police arrested five suspects in connection with this incident. Sources: Haaretz, Times of 
Israel I and Times of Israel II 
 
18 May 2022: In Nahariya city, Northern district, dozens of people tried to force their way into the 
trauma room of the Galilee Medical Centre after they were informed of the death of a man involved 
in a motorcycle accident. The crowd scuffled with hospital guards, who used pepper spray to 
disperse them. Several guards were lightly injured. Source: Times of Israel 
 
As reported on 20 May 2022: The Israeli Government has failed to implement recommendations 
made in 2017 to counter violence at hospitals, despite the fact that thousands of violent incidents 
are reported annually. Source: Haaretz 

The Americas 
United States of America 
25 May 2022: In Casper, Wyoming state, an abortion clinic building was intentionally set on fire. The 
clinic was set to open next month and would be one of the only two clinics offering surgical abortions 
in Wyoming. Source: Denver Post 
 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 02 June 2022. 
2 WHOSSA accessed 02 June 2022. 
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Visit our website, join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter. Get in touch to report an incident or if you have additional information on 

an incident we have reported on. 

 

                                                                         

https://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/116699/prochoice_activist_isabel_stabile_assaulted_during_roadside_protest#.Ypc9gKhBzIU
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/pro-choice-activist-assaulted-by-woman-during-roadside-protest.953848
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/pro-choice-activist-assaulted-by-woman-during-roadside-protest.953848
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/we-should-kill-her-then-activist-files-report-after-facebook-threats.954991
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-19/ty-article/.premium/israeli-physicians-go-on-24-hour-strike-in-protest-of-violence-against-medical-teams/00000180-e9f1-dc12-a5b1-fdfb3b070000
https://www.timesofisrael.com/doctors-to-strike-thursday-at-hospitals-clinics-to-protest-violence-against-medics/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/doctors-to-strike-thursday-at-hospitals-clinics-to-protest-violence-against-medics/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/3-more-arrested-over-attack-on-jerusalem-hospital-staff-after-overdose-patient-died/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hospital-staff-attacked-in-northern-israel-ahead-of-strike-over-mounting-violence/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2022-05-20/ty-article/.premium/israel-shelved-2017-plan-to-fight-violence-in-hospitals/00000180-e9ed-dc12-a5b1-fdffba2f0000
https://www.denverpost.com/2022/05/26/wyoming-abortion-clinic-burned-fire/
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org

