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New Toolkit! Evidence That Protects Health Care 
Tried and tested tools to document, analyse, and advocate to end violence against healthcare 
In 2022, over 1,800 violent incidents affecting health care in conflict were recorded. Violence against health 
care not only inflicts death and injury on healthcare workers and patients, it also destroys the capacity of health 
systems to provide services, depriving people of their right to health.  

To reduce this violence, we need better quality documentation and analysis, to advocate for the protection of 
health care, and develop tailored prevention and response mechanisms. To this aim, the ECHO Funded, 
Ending Violence Against HealthCare (EVAC) project in collaboration between Insecurity Insight, International 
Rescue Committee, The Center for Public Health and Human Rights at Johns Hopkins University, and 
Physicians for Human Rights, created Evidence that Protects Health Care: a toolkit with tried and tested tools 
to document, analyse, and advocate for ending violence against healthcare. This toolkit brings together a 
variety of useful tools from data collection forms, analysis frameworks, templates, case studies and 
more. 

Past News Brief editions: 08-21 February; 25 January-07 February; 11-24 January; All. 

Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link: bit.ly/22Feb-
07Mar2023HealthBMNB 

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to 
include in our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported 
on. Visit our website, join our mailing list, follow us on twitter. 

 

SHCC Attacks on Health Care 
The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in 
Conflict Coalition (SHCC). 

Africa 
Mali 
04 March 2023: Between Gao and Kidal regions, two employees of ICRC were kidnapped by 
unidentified perpetrators. Sources: France 24, ICRC in Mali, Le Perisien and Wamaps 
 
Somalia 
As reported on 25 February 2023: In Lasanod city and district, Sool region, a female nurse was 
killed amid fighting between Somaliland troops and the SSC militia. Source: Garowe Online 
 
28 February 2023: In Lasanod city and district, Sool region, indiscriminate violence struck an MSF-
supported hospital, damaging it. Paediatrics ward and blood bank services were stopped. Source: 
MSF East Africa 
 
01 March 2023: In Lasanod city and district, Sool region, the maternal health ward of the Lasanod 
General Hospital was destroyed amid fighting between Somaliland troops and militias. Sources: 
UNFPA Somalia and Personal Communication 

 

https://toolkitprotecthealth.org/
https://bit.ly/8-21Feb2023HealthBMNB
https://bit.ly/25Jan-07Feb2023HealthBMNB
https://bit.ly/11-24Jan2023HealthBMNB
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
http://insecurityinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SHCC-Methodology.pdf
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20230305-two-international-red-cross-workers-kidnapped-in-mali
https://twitter.com/CICR_Mali/status/1632116174824587270
https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/deux-employes-de-la-croix-rouge-enleves-au-mali-04-03-2023-RYYPZFZFTBH4BEBPTLEGKGZ3DI.php
https://twitter.com/Wamaps_news/status/1632747102362124290
https://twitter.com/GaroweOnline/status/1629515245252231169
https://twitter.com/MSF_EastAfrica/status/1630982451546685454/photo/1
https://twitter.com/UNFPA_SOMALIA/status/1630937346425212928
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Asia 
Myanmar 

Attacks on Health Care in Myanmar  
For details on reported incidents between 22 February-07 March, please see this document. 
Past incident reports: 08-21 February; 25 January-07 February; 11-24 January; All.  
Analysis reports: April and September 2022;  1 February 2021 to 10 January 2022; 1 January to 31 March 2022. 

Explore our Attacked and Threatened: Health Care at Risk interactive global map to see documented incidents in 
Myanmar since 2016. Includes details on who the perpetrators were and the weapons used. Access the dataset on 
HDX. Follow us on HDX for the latest dataset updates. Join our Myanmar mailing list for regular updates. 

Europe 

Ukraine 

Attacks on Health Care in Ukraine 

Explore this interactive map (available in English and Ukrainian) to see incidents where health facilities 
were damaged or destroyed in Ukraine since February 2022. Access the dataset on HDX. This map is a 
joint undertaking among eyeWitness to Atrocities, Insecurity Insight, Media Initiative for Human Rights, 
Physicians for Human Rights, and the Ukrainian Healthcare Center. Together, our coalition of organisations 
has been monitoring and documenting attacks against Ukraine’s health care system and its infrastructure 
since the onset of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. There is a reasonable basis 
to believe that attacks on Ukraine’s health care system constitute war crimes and comprise a course 
of conduct that could potentially constitute crimes against humanity as well.  

Middle East North Africa 

Occupied Palestinian Territories 
13 February 2023: Near the Shuafat Refugee Camp, East Jerusalem, West Bank, a Palestinian 
man who had sustained gunshot wounds was arrested by Israeli soldiers from inside an ambulance. 
Source: Personal Communication 
 
22 February 2023: In Nablus city and governorate, West Bank, Israeli troops prevented a Palestinian 
Red Crescent Society (PRCS) ambulance from reaching the Ras al Ain neighbourhood, and also 
damaged it. Separately, Israeli soldiers targeted a PRCS ambulance with rubber-coated bullets, as 
it was heading to the Bab al-Saha neighbourhood, and broke its mirror. On another occasion, Israeli 
forces prevented a PRCS ambulance from reaching the home of a two-year-old child suffering from 
a heart condition, and who had been exposed to teargas. The ambulance crew, who decided to 
reach the child on foot, were hit by rubber-coated bullets. After reaching the patient, the team was 
prevented from leaving the house with the child for the next 40 minutes. Source: Palestinian Red 
Crescent Society 
 
As reported on 26 February 2023: Between Jenin and Ramallah/al-Bireh governorates, West 
Bank, an Israeli settler attacked a Palestinian Ministry of Health vehicle with medical staff on board. 
The car sustained damages. Source: Personal Communication 
 
26 February 2023: In Huwara town, Nablus governorate, West Bank, rioting Israeli settlers threw 
stones at emergency vehicles amid a wider assault against Palestinians. Over 100 Palestinians were 
wounded, three ambulances sustained damages, and 15 homes were torched. A Palestinian patient 
suffering from a fractured skull and internal bleeding could not be transferred from the Huwara Clinic 
to a Nablus hospital due to attacks and checkpoint closures. Israeli troops prevented medical and 
civil defence teams from reaching the area. The windows of a fire truck were smashed. Sources: 
Personal Communication I, Personal Communication II, Personal Communication III, 
Personal Communication IV and Personal Communication V 
 
27 February 2023: In Jenin city and governorate, West Bank, an ambulance carrying a sick 12-year-
old girl took detours and off-roads to avoid obstructions at checkpoints and settler attacks along the 

https://bit.ly/22Feb-07Mar2023MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/08-21Feb2023MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/25Jan-07Feb2023MMRHealth
http://bit.ly/11-24Jan2023MMRHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/myanmar
https://shcc.pub/MMRHealthJan2023
https://shcc.pub/MyanmarHealthJan2022
https://shcc.pub/MMRHealthMay2022
https://map.insecurityinsight.org/health
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/myanmar-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://data.humdata.org/organization/insecurity-insight
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://www.attacksonhealthukraine.org/
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/ukraine-data-on-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://sind-storage.ams3.cdn.digitaloceanspaces.com/media/attacksonhealthukraine/REPORT-Destruction-and-Devastation-Ukraine-Feb-21-2023-ENG-WebOptimized.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/update-recent-escalation-nablus-wednesday-2222023-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/update-recent-escalation-nablus-wednesday-2222023-enar
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way from the Jenin Government Hospital to the Intensive Care Department, H-Clinic Hospital, 
Ramallah. As it reached the Zatara intersection two hours later, it was hit by rocks thrown by Israeli 
settlers, which smashed the ambulance’s windshield. The mother of the girl was injured by broken 
glass. Sources: The New Arab I, The New Arab II, The Palestinian Chronicle, Personal 
Communication and Wafa 
 
01 March 2023: In the Aqbat Jabr Refugee Camp, Jericho city and governorate, West Bank, Israeli 
soldiers pointed their weapons at PRCS medics during a military raid, and prevented  them from 
reaching a critically wounded Palestinian man. Eventually, they allowed them to reach the man on 
the condition that they do not take him to hospital. In the meantime, soldiers seized two PRCS 
ambulances, which they used as shields to protect military vehicles, as they hid behind them and 
fired at Palestinians. Then, the wounded man suffered a heart attack, prompting soldiers to surround 
him, stop PCRS medics performing CPR, remove his ventilator, and take him inside a military 
vehicle, where the patient died a few minutes later. Source: Personal Communication 
 
07 March 2023: In the Jenin Refugee Camp, Jenin city and governorate, West Bank, Israeli soldiers 
conducting a raid prevented ambulances and medical teams from reaching wounded Palestinians 
and dead bodies. An ambulance transporting injured Palestinian youths was hit by live bullets. 
Sources: Personal Communication and Quds News Network 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
08 March 2023: In Deir ez-Zor city, subdistrict, district and governorate, a drone strike of unidentified 
origin targeted an area controlled by Iran-backed factions, near an Iranian-funded hospital for cholera 
patients. Four people were killed, and eight others injured. Source: The New Arab 

The Americas 

Colombia 
As reported on 11 February 2023: In Villa Valentina neighbourhood, Soledad municipality, 
Atlantico department, a nurse was shot at least five times inside her home by a hitman on a 
motorcycle. She died upon arrival at a medical centre. Source: RCN 
 
Ecuador 
As reported on 11 January 2023: In Guayaquil city and canton, Guayas province, four men armed 
with rifles entered a hospital to kill a male patient with a gunshot wound. The patient was protected 
by private guards, who engaged the perpetrators. In the midst of a shooting, a guard got killed. 
Outside the hospital, other private guards confronted the gunmen. Police surrounded the area and 
detained two guards. Source: Telesur 
 
Haiti 
As reported on 22 February 2023: In Port-au-Prince, armed groups control 60% of the capital’s 
territory, including humanitarian access roads leading to areas further afield, where they often 
impose roadblocks. Consequently, communities are unable to access food, medical care, and other 
essential services. Source: The New Humanitarian 
 
As reported on 24 February 2023: In undisclosed locations, ongoing security incidents and serious 
threats have been jeopardising the ability of a health INGO to operate. Source: Personal 
Communication 
 
Mexico 
01 February 2023: In Yucuribampo ejido, Cajeme municipality, Sonora state, police discovered the 
body of a 29-year-old male doctor — who had been missing for 14 days — in a property packed with 
weed. An autopsy revealed that he died from gunshot wounds, and that the time of his death ranges 
between 10 and 14 days. A man and a woman have been arrested in connection with his death. 
Sources: Infobae I and Infobae II 
 
As announced on 09 February 2023: Update: In Tijuana city and municipality, Baja California 
state, police apprehended four subjects for investigation over the attempted abduction of a surgeon 

https://www.newarab.com/news/hoodwinked-israeli-troop-loses-ammunition-clip-blue-line
https://www.newarab.com/news/after-hawara-israel-settlers-stage-organised-pogroms-0
https://www.palestinechronicle.com/jewish-settlers-attack-palestinian-ambulance-transporting-sick-child-photos/
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/133671
https://twitter.com/QudsNen/status/1633114791089774593
https://www.newarab.com/news/four-dead-syria-drone-strike-monitor
https://www.rcnradio.com/colombia/caribe/sicarios-asesinan-a-disparos-a-una-enfermera-en-soledad-atlantico?amp
https://www.telesurenglish.net/amp/news/Armed-Attack-on-a-Hospital-Leaves-One-Dead-in-Ecuador-20230111-0011.html
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2023/02/21/haitis-gang-violence-keeps-population-captive
https://www.infobae.com/mexico/2023/02/02/grupo-armado-irrumpio-en-fiesta-en-cajeme-y-secuestro-a-invitados-ocho-fueron-hallados-con-vida/?outputType=amp-type
https://www.infobae.com/mexico/2023/02/04/vincularon-a-proceso-a-dos-de-los-implicados-en-el-secuestro-y-asesinato-de-carlos-ignacio-medico-de-sonora/?outputType=amp-type
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last January. One of the suspects is a former member of the Tijuana municipal police. Source: 
Infobae 

 

Global Health Insecurity 
These events affect the provision of health care but are not directly conflict related. These include 
events perpetrated by patients, relatives of patients, private individuals and criminals as well as 
significant strike action or protests by health care personnel. 

Africa 
Nigeria 
26 February 2023: In Ilorin city, Kwara state, a conservative police sergeant assaulted a male doctor 
at the General Hospital’s Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology Unit for not seeking his consent 
before examining his wife. Protesting the incident, doctors at the hospital, led by the Nigeria 
Association of Government Medical and Dental Practitioners, launched a 48-hour strike. Source: 
Punch 

Asia 

Bangladesh 
25 February 2023: In Sheikhpara suburb, Khulna city, district and division, a policeman and a 
relative of a patient assaulted the chief of the Burn and Plastic Surgery Department, Shaheed Sheikh 
Abu Naser Specialised Hospital. Protesting the incident, members of Khulna’s Bangladesh Medical 
Association launched a strike on 01-02 March. Outdoor healthcare services in all private and public 
hospitals were suspended. Source: New Age 
 
India 
02 March 2023: Update: In Coimbatore city and district, Tamil Nadu state, police arrested a 24-
year-old male nurse for allegedly raping a female doctor at a hotel last December, and sharing her 
nude photos on social media. Source: NDTV 

Europe 

Spain 
05 March 2023: In Barcelona city and Barcelona province, Catalonia autonomous community, a 
ransomware cyberattack on one of the city’s main hospitals crippled the centre’s computer system 
and forced the cancellation of 150 non urgent operations and up to 3,000 patient checkups. Sources: 
AP and GuildHall 

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and 

access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in 

local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list 

of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, 

or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations.  

This document is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) of the UK government 

through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University of Manchester, the European 

Commission through the ‘Ending violence against healthcare in conflict’ project and through the project ‘Ending violence against 

healthcare in conflict: documentation, tools, and data-informed advocacy to stop and prevent attacks’ funded by the European Union.   

The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight. 

Insecurity Insight. 2023. Attacks on Health Care Bi-Monthly News Brief, 22 February-07 March 2023. Switzerland: Insecurity 

Insight. bit.ly/22Feb-07Mar2023HealthBMNB 

                                                                                                   

https://www.infobae.com/mexico/2023/02/22/cayeron-4-sujetos-por-intento-de-secuestro-de-medico-cirujano-en-tijuana-uno-fue-policia-municipal/?outputType=amp-type
https://punchng.com/policeman-assaults-kwara-doctor-for-examining-wife-without-consent/
https://www.newagebd.net/article/195770/patients-suffer-as-khulna-doctors-go-on-strike
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/male-nurse-rapes-kerala-doctor-sharers-her-private-photos-online-3828241
https://apnews.com/article/barcelona-hospital-cyberattack-ransomware-37e0fee33798c56459e63866ca8b449f
https://ghall.com.ua/2023/03/07/hakery-atakovali-krupnejshuyu-bolnitsu-barselony/

