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Key findings
Since October 2023, West Bank Palestinian farmers have been repeatedly attacked, 
intimidated and threatened. These acts go beyond the resulting harm to the affected 
individuals and adversely affect the food security of the wider community. 

Insecurity Insight’s documentation shows that the following incidents occurred in the West 
Bank between 7 October 2023 and 31 December 2024: 

•	 Farmers were violently attacked or threatened on at least 276 reported occasions. 
Among others, the incidents involved Israeli settlers and/or Israeli security forces using 
firearms to “scare” or “harass” farmers in attempts to force them to leave their land, and 
farmers being physically assaulted and attacked – on occasions with crowbars. 

•	 More than a third of the violent attacks on or threats against farmers occurred in the 
context of the olive harvest, and these incidents increased dramatically in October 2024 
during the olive harvest season. 

•	 The damaging, destruction, and uprooting of olive trees and theft of olives were reported 
in at least 215 incidents. Like the violent attacks on and threats against farmers, these 
incidents were most frequent in October 2024.  

•	 Agricultural structures (e.g. sheds or small barns for storing agricultural equipment or 
fodder) were damaged, destroyed or demolished in at least 83 incidents. 

•	 The theft of livestock, primarily sheep, was reported in at least 46 incidents. Several 
hundred animals were taken in some cases. 

•	 Israeli settlers were responsible for the overwhelming majority of incidents. A smaller 
proportion were attributed to Israeli security forces, highlighting the links between 
community-driven violence and state involvement. 

•	 The violence, coupled with severe restrictions on access to agricultural land for Palestinian 
farmers, has deprived farmers of their livelihoods, forcibly displaced communities, led to 
the adoption of negative coping strategies, and reduced food security. 

The analysis in this report is based on the Food Insecurity and Violent Conflict (FIVC)-West 
Bank dataset, an event-based dataset compiled by Insecurity Insight from open sources and 
partner contributions, and available for download on the Humanitarian Data Exchange 
(HDX). 

VIOLENCE AGAINST PALESTINIAN FARMERS IN THE WEST BANK 
SINCE OCTOBER 2023 

insecurityinsight.org

“I truly cannot remember the last time I felt safe. 
I cannot remember the last time fear was not invading my soul.”

Member of Palestinian livestock-herding community and victim of an Israeli settler attack, 
Hebron governorate, January 2025 

https://data.humdata.org/dataset/819ed927-c593-40fc-bda2-1e1e72ab69ff/resource/6745e180-663d-458e-b116-c20e23ebd44f/download/fivc-west-bank.xlsx
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/conflict-hunger-and-aid-security
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While global attention has been captured by the extensive destruction of Gaza following 
the series of atrocities committed by Hamas and affiliated militant groups against Israeli 
and foreign nationals in October 2023, violence at the hands of both Israeli settlers and 
the Israeli security forces has surged in the West Bank. At least 32 Israelis and more than 
900 Palestinians have been killed in the West Bank since October 2023, far exceeding the 
casualty figures recorded in previous years. Farming communities are among those 
heavily impacted by the escalation in violence. 

For decades, conflict and associated administrative and movement restrictions in the West 
Bank have undermined Palestinians’ agricultural activities. The 1995 Oslo II Accord divided 
the West Bank into three zones: Area A (18% of the territory, which is administered by the 
Palestinian Authority); Area B (22% of the territory, which is administered by the Palestinian 
Authority, but with joint 
Israeli-Palestinian security 
provision); and Area C (60% 
of the territory, which is 
under Israeli administration 
and security provision). 

Following the start of the 
Second Intifada in 2000, 
Israel ended free movement 
between Israel and the 
West Bank, and two years 
later began constructing 
the Separation Barrier. Due 
to the route it followed, the 
Separation Barrier divided 
Palestinian communities 
and agricultural land. The 
divisions are especially 
apparent in the “seam zone” 
enclaves, which contain 
around 140,000 dunams 
of land lying between the 
Separation Barrier and the 
Green Line 1949 Armistice 
border.1 Israel requires 
Palestinians to obtain 
permits to access their land 
in these areas (see Figure 
1). 

In addition, Israel has 
typically restricted 
Palestinians from 
accessing land without 
“prior coordination” with 
Israeli authorities within 
around 150 metres of the West Bank side of the Separation Barrier and in areas close to 
Israeli settlements. The increase in recent years in the construction of Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank – at the highest rate since the UN began monitoring settlement building – 
has in turn increased the extent to which Palestinians are likely to be required to undertake 
“prior coordination” to access their land. 

Figure 1: Major West Bank administrative divisions 

https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/West_Bank_info-graphic_13_January_2025.pdf
https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties
https://www.rulac.org/browse/conflicts/military-occupation-of-palestine-by-israel
https://www.rulac.org/browse/conflicts/military-occupation-of-palestine-by-israel
https://www.btselem.org/separation_barrier
https://www.btselem.org/press_releases/201210_arrested_development
https://www.btselem.org/press_releases/201210_arrested_development
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/olive-harvest-2023-hindered-access-afflicts-palestinian-farmers-west-bank
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/olive-harvest-2023-hindered-access-afflicts-palestinian-farmers-west-bank
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-settlements-expand-by-record-amount-un-rights-chief-says-2024-03-08/
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Despite these restrictions, West Bank Palestinians have a long history of agricultural 
production. Farms, most of which are less than three acres in size, traditionally grow crops 
such as olives, citrus, wheat, tomatoes, eggplants and zucchini that are primarily for sale 
at local daily markets, but also for sale in Israel. Olive farming, which pre-2023 constituted 
the main source of income for 80,000-100,000 Palestinians, is especially symbolic of 
Palestinian identity and culture. The trees do not require daily attention and therefore 
provide a way to farm despite movement restrictions. As such, the annual olive harvest 
between September and November, which is normally celebrated with family gatherings, 
represents a symbol of resistance to Israeli occupation. 

For over a decade, Israel 
has enforced a “coordination” 
mechanism that Palestinians 
have been obliged to follow to 
harvest olives on their private 
land in access-restricted areas 
such as the “seam zones”. This 
requires landowners to submit 
requests to the Palestinian District 
Coordination Office, which then 
sends them on to the Israeli District 
Coordination Office.2 Ostensibly, 
the system was meant to protect 
Palestinians from settler violence. 
Yet in practice it has resulted in 
farmers impacted by the movement 
restrictions only being able to 
access their land for several days 
each year in accordance with 
a list of dates published by the 
Israeli authorities setting down 
when Palestinian farmers will be 
permitted to access their land for 
the olive harvest.3  

In October 2023, the West Bank 
olive harvest coincided with the 
horrific attacks by Hamas and 
affiliated militant groups from Gaza 
into Israel. In response, Israel 
immediately cancelled virtually all approvals normally provided through the “coordination” 
system in the West Bank, effectively preventing Palestinian farmers from harvesting their 
olives.4 In 2024, the situation deteriorated again. The Israeli Civil Administration declined 
to publish information on the “coordination” of harvest days and the military commander 
of the West Bank issued “closure orders for extensive areas containing Palestinian 
agricultural lands”. Additionally, checkpoints and roadblocks, including large mounds of 
earth and rocks deposited on roads by Israeli settlers to block access to Palestinian 
communities, have increased considerably since October 2023, especially in areas close 
to Israeli settlements. 

Figure 2: Leaflet distributed among Israeli settlers in the 
West Bank following the events of 7 October 2023

https://www.anera.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/AgReport.pdf
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/flash-report-on-the-human-rights-situation-in-the-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem-7-october-20-november-2023-un-human-rights-office-ohchr/
https://www.yesh-din.org/en/summary-of-the-2024-olive-harvest-season/
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/olive-harvest-2023-hindered-access-afflicts-palestinian-farmers-west-bank
https://www.btselem.org/video/20250122_2024_west_bank_olive_harvest_israel_furthers_land_grab_through_tighter_restrictions_on_Palestinians_and_extreme_state_violence
https://www.btselem.org/video/20250122_2024_west_bank_olive_harvest_israel_furthers_land_grab_through_tighter_restrictions_on_Palestinians_and_extreme_state_violence
https://www.yesh-din.org/en/summary-of-the-2024-olive-harvest-season/
https://www.972mag.com/west-bank-roads-blocked-settlers-army/
https://www.972mag.com/west-bank-roads-blocked-settlers-army/
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20240704_ACAPS_Thematic_report_Palestine_-_Recent_developments_in_the_West_Bank.pdf
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The view of some Israeli government officials and settlers that the olive harvest is a security 
threat to Israeli citizens has in their eyes “legitimated” policies disrupting the olive harvest. 
Israel’s finance minister, Bezalel Smotrich, argued in November 2023 that Israel should 
create “sterile security areas around [Jewish] communities and roads and prevent Arabs 
from entering them, including for the purpose of olive harvesting”. Meanwhile, the Israeli 
government has purchased thousands of firearms for distribution to Israeli settlers as 
part of heightened security measures in the West Bank since October 2023. Israeli settlers 
have mirrored such security concerns in their rhetoric. Leaflets distributed by Israeli settlers 
following the events of October 2023 stated that preventing the Palestinian harvest would 
stop “the next massacre”. The means that Israeli settlers have used to stifle Palestinian 
farming activities include, among other things, stone throwing, the use of firearms to “scare” 
or “harass” farmers, physical assaults, and the uprooting and burning of olive groves.

Report outline
The main section of this report documents patterns in violence against Palestinian farmers, 
their crops, and agricultural infrastructure in the West Bank between 7 October 2023 and 
31 December 2024. Subsequent sections consider the impact of the violence on the food 
production and distribution system and offer conclusions and recommendations. Details on 
the methodology used and data category definitions are available in the appendix. 

The report forms part of Insecurity Insight’s conflict and hunger series, which examine the 
links between conflict and food insecurity and includes four reports focussing on conflict and 
hunger in the Gaza Strip. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/smotrich-calls-for-palestinian-free-buffer-zones-around-west-bank-settlements/#:~:text=Finance%20Minister%20Bezalel%20Smotrich%20called,roads%20that%20lead%20to%20them.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ben-gvir-says-10000-assault-rifles-purchased-for-civilian-security-teams/
http://peacenow.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/The-Third-Front-Settlement-Watch-Report-Peace-Now-November-2023.pdf
https://insecurityinsight.org/conflict-and-hunger
https://bit.ly/OPTFoodJun2024


5

REPORTED INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST FARMERS, THEIR 
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The most frequently reported incidents of violence directly affecting farmers and their 
agricultural assets were those in which farmers were violently attacked or threatened. At least 
276 such incidents were reported between 7 October 2023 and 31 December 2024. These 
incidents commonly involved Palestinian farmers being verbally harassed to leave their land 
and/or physically assaulted or subjected to stone throwing. Some incidents also involved 
farmers being assaulted with clubs and crowbars and the firing of shots or tear gas towards 
farmers to “scare” them or “warn” 
them to leave their land. 

More than a third of the incidents 
occurred while farmers were 
attempting to harvest olives. As 
shown by Figure 4, although the 
violence occurred throughout the 
analysed period, in both 2023 and 
2024 the numbers of incidents 
were highest during the olive 
harvest in October, and increased 
particularly dramatically in October 
2024. The latter olive harvest 
coincided with the first anniversary 
of the Hamas attacks, and Israeli 
restrictions increased on the ability 
of Palestinians to access their land 
in the West Bank (referenced in 
the preceding context section). As 
shown by Figure 3, the incidents 
were widely dispersed, but were 
particularly frequent in Nablus 
governorate, which has been an 
epicentre of violence in the West 
Bank since October 2023.5  

Israeli settlers perpetrated 
approximately two-thirds of 
incidents in which farmers were 
violently attacked or threatened. 
The remaining one-third were 
attributed to Israeli security forces – 
sometimes accompanied by Israeli 
settlers – who most frequently fired 
live shots or gas towards or in the vicinity of Palestinian farmers. Reports suggest that the 
Israeli security forces sought to encourage Palestinian farmers to leave their agricultural lands 
in such cases. The repeated nature of these incidents suggests an overall level of complicity 
on the part of Israeli security forces – and therefore the Israeli state – in violence against 
Palestinian farmers in the West Bank. 

Injuries to Palestinian farmers, including broken ribs and bones, were repeatedly reported, 
and at least two Palestinian farmers were killed, both while harvesting olives. In late October 
2023, Israeli settlers shot and killed a Palestinian man while he was harvesting olives in 
Nablus with his family. A year later, in October 2024, Israeli security forces shot dead a 
Palestinian woman while she was harvesting olives with her family in Jenin close to the 
Separation Barrier. 

Figure 3: Reported locations of key categories of food-related 
violence in the West Bank, 7 October 2023-31 December 2024 

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/10/1211687030/the-death-of-a-palestinian-olive-farmer-emphasizes-conflict-over-land
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/ohchr-press-release-18oct24/#:~:text=the%20olive%20harvest-,UN%20Human%20Rights%20Office%20is%20appalled%20by%20the%20killing,woman%20during%20the%20olive%20harvest&text=Yesterday%2C%2017%20October%2C%20Israeli%20security,in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank.
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/ohchr-press-release-18oct24/#:~:text=the%20olive%20harvest-,UN%20Human%20Rights%20Office%20is%20appalled%20by%20the%20killing,woman%20during%20the%20olive%20harvest&text=Yesterday%2C%2017%20October%2C%20Israeli%20security,in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank.


6

REPORTED INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST FARMERS, THEIR 
CROPS AND AGRICULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE WEST BANK, 
07 OCTOBER 2023-31 DECEMBER 2024 

insecurityinsight.org

Violence directly affecting olive trees and groves was also particularly frequently reported, 
especially in October 2024. Overall, the damaging, destruction, and uprooting of olive trees 
and theft of olives were reported in at least 215 incidents between 7 October 2023 and 31 
December 2024. More than half of these incidents involved olive trees being damaged, 
destroyed or uprooted, mainly by Israeli settlers who used tools such as chain saws and 
sometimes set the trees on fire. Frequently, large numbers of trees – over 100 in some 
cases – were directly affected in single incidents that sometimes occurred during wider 
attacks in which farmers were harassed in attempts to force them to abandon their olive 
groves. The remaining incidents mainly involved the theft of olives by Israeli settlers. Often, 
the olives had been harvested by Palestinian farmers who had left them in sacks that were 
later taken by Israeli settlers. 

Agricultural structures such as small barns or sheds used for storing agricultural equipment 
or animal fodder were reportedly damaged, destroyed, or demolished in at least 83 incidents. 
Often, multiple structures were targeted in single cases. The majority of incidents involved the 
structures being demolished and were attributed to Israeli security forces or the Israeli Civil 
Administration. In such cases, Palestinian farmers were often reported to lack the required 
Israeli permit for the agricultural structure – an administrative requirement that is nearly 
impossible to obtain, because the overwhelming majority of permit requests are rejected.6  
Israeli settlers were named as perpetrators in most of the remaining incidents, which often 
involved vandalising and, in several cases, burning, agricultural structures as part of wider 
attacks on Palestinian farming communities. The incidents were widely dispersed both 
geographically and temporally across the analysed period. 

Furthermore, the theft of livestock – mainly sheep – was reported in at least 46 incidents. In 
some incidents several hundred animals were reportedly taken. Israeli settlers were named 
as perpetrators in all but two incidents which were attributed to Israeli forces. These incidents 
were most common in Jericho, Ramallah and Hebron governorates. According to media 
reporting, some Israeli settlers incorporated livestock taken from Palestinian farmers into 
their own herds on settler farms in the West Bank.

Figure 4: Timeline showing the reported occurrence of key categories of food-related violence in the West 
Bank, 7 October 2023-31 December 2024 
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https://www.un.org/unispal/document/ohchr-press-release-18oct24/#:~:text=the%20olive%20harvest-,UN%20Human%20Rights%20Office%20is%20appalled%20by%20the%20killing,woman%20during%20the%20olive%20harvest&text=Yesterday%2C%2017%20October%2C%20Israeli%20security,in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank.
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/ohchr-press-release-18oct24/#:~:text=the%20olive%20harvest-,UN%20Human%20Rights%20Office%20is%20appalled%20by%20the%20killing,woman%20during%20the%20olive%20harvest&text=Yesterday%2C%2017%20October%2C%20Israeli%20security,in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank.
https://www.dw.com/en/west-bank-israeli-settlers-accused-of-stealing-sheep/video-72101632
https://www.dw.com/en/west-bank-israeli-settlers-accused-of-stealing-sheep/video-72101632
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A primer: applicable law for addressing violence in the West Bank 
International humanitarian law (IHL) – the body of rules governing armed conflict – is often the underlying 
framework guiding humanitarian advocacy and accountability efforts. This body of law applies only to armed 
conflict, of which there are two types: (i) international armed conflict between sovereign states; and (ii) non-
international armed conflict between states and organised armed groups (OAGs).7 Yet the violence documented 
in this report is notable for the extent of its attribution to private individuals (i.e. Israeli settlers rather than 
sovereign states or OAGs). It is therefore important for humanitarian advocates seeking to address conflict-
induced hunger in the West Bank to consider the appropriate legal frameworks to underpin their actions. While 
their respective applicability to a given case depends on the specific facts underlying that case, two bodies of 
law that apply concurrently in the West Bank are especially noteworthy for considering settler violence. 
The first is the law of occupation, a specific branch of IHL that regulates the occupying power’s activities in an 
area of land that it is occupying. Since the 1967 war, Israel has been the occupying power in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem.8 As such, the laws governing the conduct of occupying powers specified in IHL are 
applicable. These include the obligation of the occupying power – Israel in the case of the West Bank – to 
maintain public order and repress criminal activity in the territory that it occupies.9 Occupying powers also have 
specific obligations to ensure that all persons protected under IHL (e.g. civilians) are protected without “any 
adverse distinction” against “all acts of violence or threats thereof”.10 As Human Rights Watch notes, these 
obligations increase “in a prolonged occupation, where the occupier has more time and opportunity to develop 
more narrowly tailored responses to security threats” that address the balance between achieving security 
and order and ensuring that civilians enjoy their right to protection.11 Furthermore, as specified in Article 49 of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention, the occupying power is prohibited from transferring “parts of its own civilian 
population into the territory it occupies”.12 In an advisory opinion issued in July 2024, the International Court of 
Justice stated that “the transfer by Israel of settlers to the West Bank and East Jerusalem, as well as Israel’s 
maintenance of their presence, is contrary to ... Article 49”.13 
The second notable body of law relevant to the West Bank is international human rights law (IHRL), which Israel 
is bound by according to opinions of the International Court of Justice.14 IHRL enshrines rights for Palestinians 
to food, property, physical integrity and dignity, among other rights, and requires the implementation of effective 
remedies for those who have had their rights violated by either private individuals or state agents.15 Despite 
this, virtually all settler violence occurs with impunity. The Israeli human rights organisation Yesh Din has 
shown that “around 94% of police investigations into settler violence against Palestinians across the West 
Bank between 2005 and 2024 concluded with no indictment”.
For more detailed examinations of these topics, see the Diakonia International Humanitarian Law Centre’s July 
2024 publication, Responsibility under International Law for Settler Violence in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory.  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/02/israel-opt-masafer-yatta-community-in-occupied-west-bank-under-imminent-threat-of-forcible-transfer/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/02/israel-opt-masafer-yatta-community-in-occupied-west-bank-under-imminent-threat-of-forcible-transfer/
https://apidiakoniase.cdn.triggerfish.cloud/uploads/sites/2/2024/07/Responsibility-Under-International-Law-for-Settler-Violence-in-the-Occupied-Palestinian-Territory.pdf
https://apidiakoniase.cdn.triggerfish.cloud/uploads/sites/2/2024/07/Responsibility-Under-International-Law-for-Settler-Violence-in-the-Occupied-Palestinian-Territory.pdf
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“Due to the closure of all entrances to our village, we are unable to meet our basic food needs, and 
many families have been subsisting on only bread and tea for days.”

Palestinian resident, Beren, Hebron, October 2023 

Even before the escalation of violence since October 2023, conflict had had serious negative 
impacts on West Bank Palestinian communities. For example, between 2010 and 2023, 
278,000 olive trees were destroyed, according to the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture 
and Central Bureau of Statistics, removing an essential livelihood source. These negative 
impacts have since accelerated. 

According to the UN, over 96,000 dunams of olive-cultivated land in the West Bank went 
unharvested in 2023 due to Israeli restrictions, leading to a loss of 1,200 metric tonnes of 
olive oil worth US$10 million. Tulkarm, Qalqiliya and Nablus were especially negatively 
impacted. Additionally, approximately 10% of olive presses in the West Bank did not open 
during the 2023 olive harvest due to road closures and farmers’ difficulties in accessing mills. 
Checkpoints have also increased distances for food transportation, contributing to food 
price increases. 

“We were forced to leave our community as the settlers intensified their attacks after the 7th of 
October. They kept threatening to kill us. They kept frantically attacking the residents and brutally 

beating them [the community of Zanouta] on a daily basis, accompanied by other settlers in military 
uniforms. Their drones were intimidating our sheep. The children couldn’t sleep at night, scared of 
being attacked at any moment. They completely closed all roads leading to our community until we 

couldn’t bring in fodder for our livestock or food for ourselves.”

Palestinian resident, Zanouta, November 2023

Violence against farming communities has also triggered large-scale forced displacement. 
According to UNOCHA, settler violence and access restrictions in the West Bank (primarily 
in Bedouin and herding communities) displaced over 1,600 people in 2023 alone. Such 
displacement and loss of livelihoods exacerbate a difficult economic situation in the West 
Bank created by the revocation since October 2023 of around 150,000 work permits for 
Palestinians in the West Bank who previously worked in Israel. 

Some Palestinian shepherding communities have reportedly been forced to sell most of 
their sheep – their main livelihood source – due to being unable to afford feed for their 
animals. In some cases this has resulted directly from the shepherds being displaced 
from land where they would normally be able to access sufficient food for their animals. 
Some have sought manual labour jobs to compensate for income losses.  

“We were forcibly displaced on 21 October .... Then, one night, settlers dressed like soldiers attacked 
our community at night. They said we only had five days to leave our village or else they would kill [us]. 
They forced us to leave. We lost our homes, everything we owned. We even lost half our sheep. We lost 

everything we were tirelessly building for over 40 years in the blink of an eye.”

Palestinian resident, Ar Ratheem, November 2023

https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cuag.12318
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cuag.12318
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/israel-must-stop-violent-settler-attacks-palestinian-farmers-threaten-their
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/olive-harvest-2023-hindered-access-afflicts-palestinian-farmers-west-bank
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/olive-harvest-2023-hindered-access-afflicts-palestinian-farmers-west-bank
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cuag.12318
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cuag.12318
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cuag.12318
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-268-west-bank-enarhe
https://www.972mag.com/west-bank-unemployment-permits-israel/
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/202409_lechathila_farm__military_assists_settlers_take_over_wadi_al_qalt_community_land
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/202409_lechathila_farm__military_assists_settlers_take_over_wadi_al_qalt_community_land
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cuag.12318
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cuag.12318
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/202409_lechathila_farm__military_assists_settlers_take_over_wadi_al_qalt_community_land
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Ultimately, this combination of events and processes has reduced food security for West Bank 
Palestinians, as World Vision assessments conducted in the West Bank between November 
and December 2024 revealed.16 The survey of 1,167 households found that: 

•	 78% of households reported purchasing less food than before October 2023; 

•	 19% of households stated that a member had not eaten for a whole day at least once 
over the previous 30 days (compared with 2% in a previous 2022 multi-sectoral needs 
assessment); 

•	 dietary diversity had decreased. On average, households consumed meat only two 
days per week compared with four days per week before October 2023. Dairy products, 
carbohydrates and vegetables were eaten on average only three days per week compared 
with five days per week before October 2023; and

•	 31% of households experienced moderate (25%) or severe (6%) hunger in the West Bank 
according to the household hunger scale calculated from survey results. Households in 
Hebron and Bethlehem were among the most heavily affected.

Farm outposts and the seizure of Palestinian agricultural land
Together with the direct physical attacks on, violence against and severe access restrictions for Palestinian 
farmers, Israeli settlers have continued to seize vast areas of Palestinian land in the West Bank, reducing that 
available to Palestinian farmers. In some cases, Israeli settlers have implemented these land seizures through 
the creation of “farm” outposts, which are large areas of agricultural land or pasture seized by Israeli settlers 
and often used by them for their own agricultural activities. The process generally occurs without official Israeli 
legal recognition, and Israeli settlers simply establish their presence in the area to create “facts on the ground”, 
often accompanied by violence towards local Palestinian communities, creating a ripple effect of abuses 
emanating from these outposts. However, in some cases the Israeli security forces have facilitated the process 
by, for example, declaring areas established as farm outposts as “closed military zones” that Palestinian 
farmers cannot access. Israeli finance minister Bezalel Smotrich has also endorsed the use of farm outposts 
as a strategy to expand Israeli control in the West Bank, stating in June 2024 that: 
“The farm outposts are a mega-strategic tool for the protection of lands. ... Always in the State of Israel, pasture 
has been the most effective way for preserving lands. You take a farmer, a thousand head of cows, a dime and 
a half of an investment and it protects … 40,000 dunams [for you].”17  
Although the creation of farm outposts has occurred since the 1970s, it has reportedly accelerated over the 
past decade and at an even higher rate since October 2023. According to B’Tselem, as of January 2025 farm 
outposts had displaced at least 19 Palestinian communities from their homes since 7 October 2023. 

https://www.btselem.org/settlements/20180227_havat_gilad_whitewash
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/20240716_havat_oppenheimer_outpost_takeover_of_deir_istiyas_land
https://www.keremnavot.org/_files/ugd/a76eb4_9d3dee006d0e4decac505bf432bbd56e.pdf
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/20240904_tzon_kedar_outpost_settler_takeover_of_a_sawahrah_a_sharqiyah_land_backed_by_military
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Violence against Palestinian farmers in the West Bank is not a new phenomenon; however, 
since October 2023 it has reached particularly pernicious proportions. The obstacles farmers 
face are multifaceted. Not only do Israeli administrative procedures restrict their access to 
private agricultural land, but they have been directly subjected to repeated and widespread 
violence and harassment. Meanwhile, large numbers of their olive groves have been uprooted, 
damaged and destroyed, livestock stolen, and agricultural structures demolished or vandalised. 
The persistent nature of the Israeli settler violence is suggestive of a widespread collective and 
coordinated effort to intimidate Palestinian farmers and prevent them from conducting their 
livelihood activities, and has the potential to contribute to the forced displacement of these 
farming communities. Close links between a high proportion of the violence documented in this 
report and the olive harvest season suggest that pre-emptive action to highlight and address the 
problems discussed here before October 2025 should be a focus for concerned stakeholders. 
However, immediate action is also required to halt the violence that occurs throughout the year 
with almost total impunity for its perpetrators. 
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To all states
•	 Publicly highlight the specific and recurrent Israeli settler violence against Palestinian 

farmers and agricultural infrastructure in the West Bank to ensure that their plight is not 
forgotten amid catastrophic food insecurity in Gaza. 

•	 Publicly and privately call for independent and thorough investigations consistent with 
general principles of law and due process into all credible reports of IHL and IHRL violations 
in the West Bank and for redress to be provided to victims where applicable. 

•	 Conduct independent investigations of potential crimes under international law committed 
in the West Bank where universal jurisdiction could apply. 

•	 Condition military assistance to Israel on strict compliance with IHL and IHRL. 

•	 Publicly call for an end to continued Israeli settlement activities and the expansion of 
settlements in the West Bank, underscoring their illegality under international law. 

•	 Subject all forms of trade with Israel to comprehensive due diligence checks to ensure 
that the trade is not supporting – either directly or indirectly – individuals or corporate 
entities engaged in activities that maintain or expand Israeli settlements in the West Bank.     

•	 Cooperate with ongoing international investigations into the situation in Palestine and 
ensure that impartial humanitarian organisations present in the occupied Palestinian 
territory can operate effectively. 

•	 Demand that Israel cancels all orders for the demolition of unlicensed properties, and that 
all responsibility for planning and building policies and regulations should lie with local 
Palestinian communities. 

To the State of Israel 
•	 Strengthen discipline in the Israeli armed forces to ensure that they and other state security 

personnel do not engage in acts that explicitly support or are complicit in acts of violence 
by Israeli settlers in the West Bank. 

•	 Support and cooperate with independent investigations into all allegations of violations of 
IHL and IHRL consistent with due process and the general principles of law, and ensure 
that redress is provided for victims where applicable. 

•	 Fully cooperate with Palestinian communities to ensure that farmers are able to access 
their land for olive harvesting and other agricultural activities without obstruction. 

•	 Immediately restore work permits so that Palestinians from the West Bank who would 
normally work in Israel are allowed to do so. 

•	 Meet Israeli’s obligations as an occupying power to protect the Palestinian population. This 
must include actively preventing settler attacks and protecting Palestinian communities 
during such attacks. 
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•	 Cease all settlement activities and dismantle any unlawful settlements and related outpost 
infrastructure, particularly in Palestinian populated areas and Bedouin encampments, 
including and especially throughout Area C, the H2 area of Hebron, and nearby refugee 
camps. 

•	 Immediately lift restrictions, delays, and denials of passage at the container checkpoint 
that divides the northern and southern West Bank along the main road that links them. The 
high volume of traffic, combined with stringent security procedures, frequently prohibits 
timely and systematic humanitarian movements. 

To human rights organisations and advocates
•	 Continue to document and make publicly available information concerning violence 

against civilians and civilian infrastructure in the West Bank, including the infrastructure 
vital for food production. 

•	 Where the political climate is likely to make it productive, engage with members of the 
Israeli Knesset and relevant actors in Israeli civil society to galvanise political action 
that addresses violence against farmers and food-related infrastructure and settlement 
expansion in the West Bank. 

•	 Use all available communication media to ensure that violence in the West Bank does not 
become a forgotten crisis amid other global catastrophes. 

To donors 
•	 Continue to materially and politically support organisations documenting violence against 

civilians and civilian infrastructure in the West Bank. 

•	 Support civil society initiatives attempting to increase understanding between Israelis and 
Palestinians.  

•	 Support the resilience of Palestinian farmers in the West Bank by investing in projects that 
support their livelihood activities. 

•	 Prevent the likelihood of forced displacement of Palestinian communities, particularly in 
Area C of the West Bank, by investing in activities that support their resilience, including, 
for example, shelter and water infrastructure rehabilitation and fodder distribution.

•	 In cases of demolitions of donor-funded structures, condition any provision of material 
or political support to Israel on its payment of compensation for the financial damage 
sustained by donor-funded structures. 

•	 Take all possible steps to halt the de facto annexation of the West Bank, including ongoing 
violence in Area C, as well as military operations in Areas A and B of the West Bank, 
and materially and politically support organisations that provide emergency and livelihood 
support. 
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The event-based data in this report that forms the main part of the analysis was collected 
from online databases and open sources. These include the Armed Conflict Location & 
Event Database (ACLED), Insecurity Insight’s Security in Numbers Database, incidents 
documented by the human rights organisations B’Tselem and Yesh Din, and online news 
sources. Data was collected for the period 7 October 2023-31 December 2024. The various 
sources were cross-checked to prevent double counting of the same events. The incidents 
were then classified according to the type of individuals or infrastructure directly affected by 
the violence (e.g. farmers, olive trees, livestock, etc.) and the means of attack used (e.g. arson, 
firearms, etc.). Definitions of the main data categories used for analysis are available below. 
The incidents have not been independently verified and are unrepresentative of all incidents 
of violence against or threats towards individuals and infrastructure related to agriculture in 
the West Bank during the period analysed. 

Definitions of data categories 
Damaging, destruction or demolition of agricultural structures: This category was coded 
when agricultural structures such as small barns, sheds or “agricultural rooms” used for 
storing agricultural equipment or livestock fodder were damaged, destroyed, vandalised or 
demolished at a specific location and at a specific time (e.g. on a given day). It was coded 
regardless of whether a single agricultural room or multiple agricultural rooms were damaged 
or destroyed in a given incident. Greenhouses were excluded from this category. 

Damaging, destruction, or uprooting of olive trees, or theft of olives: This category was coded 
when olive trees were reportedly damaged, destroyed or uprooted or olives were stolen at a 
specific location and at a specific time (e.g. on a given day). It was coded regardless of the 
number of olives or olive trees directly impacted in a given incident. 

Theft of livestock: This category was coded when livestock such as cattle, goats or sheep 
were taken from their owners at a specific geographic location and at a specific time (e.g. on 
a given day). The category was coded regardless of the number of livestock taken in a given 
incident, and therefore some incidents involved the theft of far larger numbers of livestock 
compared with others.

Violent attack on or threat against farmers: This category was coded when farmers were 
reportedly violently attacked or threatened at a specific location and at a specific time (e.g. 
on a given day). These incidents include attacks using firearms, stone throwing at or towards 
farmers, physical assaults on farmers, and threats against or the harassment of farmers 
at a specific location and a specific time as specified in reports. The category was coded 
regardless of the numbers of farmers directly affected in a given incident (i.e. irrespective of 
whether a single farmer was attacked at a given location at a specific time or multiple farmers 
were attacked). People described in reports as shepherds and herders or harvesting olives 
were included as “farmers” in this category. Land seizures alone in the absence of direct 
attacks on farmers (as specified above) were excluded from this category. 

https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
https://www.btselem.org/
https://www.yesh-din.org/en/
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/132646
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