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Social Media Reactions to Hospital Bombings: Lessons from Incidents in Four Conflict-affected Contexts for 
Safeguarding the Humanitarian Space and Medical Protection 
Explosive weapons are being increasingly used in conflict, causing severe harm to civilians and critical health infrastructure. 
Insecurity Insight has documented 3,075 incidents in which hospitals, clinics, and pharmacies were damaged or destroyed 
by explosive weapons between 1 January 2016 and 4 November 2025. Attacks on health facilities severely disrupt life-
saving care, reduce the quality and availability of services, and heighten fear among patients and health workers, 
contributing to preventable deaths and excess mortality. 

This report examines cases of hospital attacks in Gaza, Myanmar, Sudan, and Ukraine between October 2024 and October 
2025, analysing social media posts and comments and how these discussions contributed to harmful content that helped to 
undermine the humanitarian space.  

The analysis showed that harmful narratives emerge from three processes: 
● online questioning of the protected status of hospitals, creating doubt and confusion in 

public opinion; 
● disappointment with the international system’s limited capacity to enforce the protections 

guaranteed by IHL, leading to disillusionment and frustration directed at organisations 
perceived as representing that system, such as aid agencies; and 

● hate speech targeting groups perceived to collectively represent the military actors 
responsible for air strikes on and the shelling of hospitals, increasing polarisation and 
distrust. Read the full report 

Past editions: 24 December-06 January; 10-23 December; 26 November-09 December; 12-25 November; 29 October-11 
November; 15-28 October; 01-14 October; 17-30 September; 03-16 September; 20 August-02 September; 06-19 August; 
23 July-05 August; 09-22 July; 25 June-08 July; 11-24 June; All  

SHCC Reports: 2024; 2023; 2022; 2021; All 

Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link: https://bit.ly/07-
20Jan2026Health 

 

SHCC Attacks on Health Care 
The section aligns with the definition of attacks on health care used by the Safeguarding Health in 
Conflict Coalition (SHCC). 

Africa 

Democratic Republic of the Congo  
20 January 2026:  In Kisangani city, Tshopo province, the NGO-ran NEEEMA Reference Health 
Centre (8th CEPAC) was attacked by unidentified armed perpetrators, who looted materials and 
sums of money belonging to the hospital and patients. Source: Boyoma Revolution 
 
Ethiopia  
06 January 2026: In 03 Kebele, Debre-Tabor city, South Gonder zone, Amhara region, a radiologist 
was beaten to death around 1300hrs in an area highly controlled by the Ethiopian National Defense 

https://bit.ly/EWIPASMM2025
https://bit.ly/EWIPASMM2025
https://bit.ly/24Dec-06Jan2026Health
https://bit.ly/10-23Dec2025Health
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https://bit.ly/29Oct-11Nov2025Health
https://bit.ly/29Oct-11Nov2025Health
https://bit.ly/15-28Oct2025Health
https://bit.ly/01-14Oct2025Health
https://bit.ly/17-30Sept2025Health
https://bit.ly/03-16Sept2025Health
https://bit.ly/20Aug-02Sept2025Health
https://bit.ly/06-19Aug2025Health
https://bit.ly/23Jul-05Aug2025Health
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https://www.facebook.com/boyomarevolution1/photos/-alerte-s%C3%A9curit%C3%A9-kisanganile-centre-de-sant%C3%A9-de-r%C3%A9f%C3%A9rence-neeema-8%E1%B5%89-cepac-a-%C3%A9t%C3%A9-/889138390372039/
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Force (ENDF). No perpetrators were identified; however, given the high level of security, it is 
suspected that the ENDF may have been involved. Source: Amhara Association of America  
 
Mali 
Around 13 January 2026: In Kargue village, Lowol Gueou commune, Baniagara cercle, Mopti 
region, a community health centre was set on fire by JNIM, killing and injuring an unspecified number 
of people. Source: ACLED1 
 
14 January 2026: In Gargouna village, Gabero commune, Gao cercle, four Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) aid workers were abducted, and two aid trucks belonging to MSF Spain were looted 
by unidentified armed perpetrators. One of the trucks was later recovered by the Malian army. 
Source: ACLED1 
 

Sudan 
 

Understanding how aid actors are portrayed online is increasingly critical. Social media narratives shape 
community perceptions of humanitarian organisations and can influence operational access and staff safety. As online 
discourse becomes more central to how aid is understood and contested, monitoring these narratives is an important 
component for aid acceptance, security management, programming and communication with affected populations. By 
tracking both emerging and entrenched narratives on social media, this briefing provides insight into how public 
sentiment towards aid actors is developing in Sudan. It aims to support policymakers and humanitarian practitioners in 
strengthening community acceptance in a rapidly shifting aid environment. The briefing is the first edition of a longer-
term initiative for Sudan to examine how aid agency acceptance or rejection is expressed on social media. The content 
is selected based on predefined lists of UN agencies, international NGOs, local NGOs and civil society organisations 
and general key words related to humanitarian and development assistance in Sudan. Comments associated with posts 
that attracted the highest number of comments were analysed qualitatively to identify dominant narratives. This edition 
covers examples of  

● how local NGOs attract high levels of engagement and expectation, with social media visibility translating into 
requests for participation, employment, and assistance across multiple regions, 

● how Sudanese social media users use online platforms to seek support, information, and accountability from 
aid actors, despite limited national connectivity, and 

● how negative narratives about the aid sector remain limited and issue-specific, with criticism largely focused 
on transparency, and international involvement. 

Join our social media monitoring mailing list for update 

Attacks on Health Care in Sudan Incident Briefs: 07-20 January; 24 December 2025-06 January; 10-23 December; 
26 November-09 December; 12-25 November; 29 October-11 November; 15-28 October; 01-14 October; All 

SHCC factsheets (EN): 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2023; 2022; 2021. 

Asia 

Afghanistan  
09 January 2026: In Kabul city, district and province, doctors were verbally assaulted by Taliban 
members after they were unable to save a child who had been brought to the hospital with a head 
injury. Later, the doctors were reportedly taken to a Taliban-controlled area. Source: Zawia News  

https://3b6e5e59-099c-46eb-b171-ee2c4d43d8da.filesusr.com/ugd/e494ca_08c6e170650d46259e933157131fd8c7.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://bit.ly/05-18Jan2026SDNSMMBrief
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://bit.ly/07-20Jan2026SDNHealth
https://bit.ly/24Dec-06Jan2026SDNHealth
https://bit.ly/10-23Dec2025SDNHealth
https://bit.ly/26Nov-09Dec2025SDNHealth
https://bit.ly/12-25Nov2025SDNHealth
https://bit.ly/29Oct-11Nov2025SDNHealth
https://bit.ly/15-28Oct2025SDNHealth
https://bit.ly/01-14Oct2025SDNHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/sudan
https://shcc.pub/SDN2023
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021
https://shcc.pub/SDN2023AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2021Arabic
https://x.com/ZawiaNews/status/2009665586905899158
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11 January 2026: In Kabul city, district and province, a doctor was shot and killed by armed robbers 
while he was returning home at around 2000hrs. Source: Khaama Press News Agency 
 
Myanmar 
 

Insecurity Insight identified at least 1846 
incidents of violence against or 
obstruction of health care in Myanmar 
since the military coup on 01 February 
2021 and 23 December 2025. On average, 
health care was attacked every day, with 70% 
of incidents attributed to the Myanmar Armed 
Forces (MAF).  

During these incidents health facilities were 
reportedly damaged or destroyed 457 times, 
168 health workers were killed and 906 
arrested. These attacks on health care 
severely undermined the provision of medical 
services, forcing facilities to close or scale 
back operations and endangering patients’ 
lives. Violence, aerial and drone strikes, and 
restrictions on medical supplies disrupted 
care delivery, causing long-term damage to 
health systems and the wellbeing of affected 
populations.  

View the incidents on our interactive map.  

Incident briefs: 07-20 January; 24 December 2025-06 January; 10-23 December; 26 November-09 December; 12-
25 November; 29 October-11 November; 15-28 October; 01-14 October; 17-30 September; 03-16 September; 20 
August-02 September: 06-19 August; 23 July-05 August; 09-22 July; 25 June-08 July; All 

SHCC Factsheets: Burmese: 2024; 2023. English: 2024; 2023: 2022; 2021; 2020 

 
Pakistan 
14 January 2026: In Gishkore area, Awaran district, Balochistan state, two people, including a 
medical dispenser, were abducted and killed by a pro-government militia. Source: ACLED1 
 
15 January 2026: In Turbat city, Kech district, Balochistan province, a Baloch person was detained 
by military forces at Turbat Hospital. Source: ACLED1 

Europe 

Russian Federation 
As reported on 08 January 2026: In Kursk oblast, a Ukrainian military medic was killed during 
fighting. He had been considered missing since September 2024. Source: VSN 
 
As reported on 20 January 2026: In Moscow city, Central Federal District, clinics faced a critical 
inability to repair modern diagnostic equipment in a timely manner due to international sanctions that 
restrict the supply of medical equipment and spare parts. Source: UA.NEWS 
 
Ukraine 
07 January 2026: In Dnipro city, urban hromada and raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, all city hospitals 
were left without electricity and had to switch to generators after Russian forces struck an energy 
infrastructure, leaving the region almost completely without power. Sources: Chronikers, Delo, 
Dnipro City Mayor, Gordon, Komersant, RBC, Slovo i Dilo and UNN 

https://www.khaama.com/young-doctor-killed-in-armed-robbery-in-kabul-residents-cite-rising-crime/
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health?fromDate=01-02-2021&toDate=23-12-2025&lat=19.52355&lng=96.67694&zoom=3.49&category=Conflict&country=MMR&popupID=98659
https://bit.ly/07-20Jan2026MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/24Dec-06%20Jan2026MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/10-23Dec2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/26Nov-09Dec2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/12-25Nov2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/12-25Nov2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/29Oct-11Nov2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/15-28Oct2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/01-14Oct2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/17-30Sept2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/03-16Sept2025MMRHealth
https://shcc.pub/20Aug-02Sept2025MMRHealth
https://shcc.pub/20Aug-02Sept2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/06-19Aug2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/23Jul-05Aug2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/09-22Jul2025MMRHealth
https://bit.ly/25Jun-08Jul2025MMRHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/myanmar
https://shcc.pub/MMR2024MY
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023MY
https://shcc.pub/MMR2024
https://shcc.pub/MMR2023
https://shcc.pub/MMR2022
https://shcc.pub/MMR2021
https://shcc.pub/2021SHCCMyanmar
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://vsn.ua/news/shvorak-oleksandr-stepanovich-spogadi-75572
https://ua.news/ua/war-vs-rf/cherez-sanktsiyi-likarni-rf-vtratili-mozhlivist-remontuvati-medaparaturu
https://hronikers.com/2026/01/08/vnaslidok-vorozhykh-masovanykh-udariv-mayzhe-povnistiu-znestrumleni-dnipropetrovska-ta-zaporizka-oblasti-minenerho/
https://delo.ua/ru/news/dnepropetrovskaya-i-zaporozskaya-oblasti-polnostyu-obestoceny-kakaya-situaciya-458005/
https://t.me/borys_filatovv/3022
https://gordonua.com/ukr/news/military-actions/unaslidok-ataki-rf-dnipropetrovska-i-zaporizka-oblasti-majzhe-povnistju-znestrumleni-1769633.html
https://komersant.ua/blekaut-na-dnipropetrovshchyni-likarni-pratsiuiut-u-krytychnykh-umovakh-pislia-nichnykh-udariv-po-enerhetytsi/
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/rf-hoche-stvoriti-gumanitarnu-katastrofu-1767826356.html
https://www.slovoidilo.ua/2026/01/08/novyna/suspilstvo/blekaut-dnipri-likarni-pracyuyut-heneratorax-shkolam-podovzhyly-kanikuly
https://unn.ua/news/ataka-na-dnipro-ta-oblast-kanikuly-u-shkolakh-prodovzhyly-do-9-sichnia
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09 January 2026: In Nikopol raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, a hospital and other civilian infrastructure 
were damaged by Russian drones and artillery shelling. Sources: Dnipro Media, Dnipropetrovsk 
Regional State Administration, Glavnoe and UA Varta  
 
As reported on 10 January 2026: In Lutuhyne raion, Luhansk oblast, people without Russian 
passports were denied access to primary medical care upon checks at the entrances to medical 
facilities. The area is temporarily occupied by Russia. Source: UA Varta 
 
11 January 2026: In Semenivka city and urban hromada, Novhorod-Siverskyi raion, Chernihiv 
oblast, an ambulance was attacked by a Russian drone strike as medics were returning from a call. 
Two paramedics were injured, and the ambulance was damaged. Sources: Cheline, Chaus 
Viacheslav, FREEDOM, Hromadske, NTA, RegioNews, UA Varta, Ukrainian Truth and 
Ukrinform 
 
As reported on 16 January 2026: In Beregov city, urban hromada and raion, Zakarpattia oblast, 
Beregov Hospital was forced to switch on generators and had only a fuel supply for three days, due 
to the energy crisis caused by Russian attacks. Sources: Beregov City Mayor and Zaholovok 
 
18 January 2026: In Dniprovsky district, Kherson city, urban hromada, raion and oblast, a medical 
facility and a school were damaged by Russian artillery shelling in the afternoon. Sources: Army 
Inform and UA Varta  
 
19 January 2026: In Nikopol city, urban hromada and raion, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, a medical facility, 
and other civilian infrastructure were damaged by Russian drones and artillery. Sources: City and 
River, Dnipro Region, Dnipropetrovsk Regional State Administration, Hirchytsya, 
Precarpathian Information Corporation Slovo i Dilo and UA Varta  

Middle East and North Africa 

Iran 
08 January 2026: In Kermanshah city, county and province, a Kurdish supervisor of Imam Ali 
Hospital was critically injured after being struck by IRGC live ammunition. After being transferred to 
hospital and undergoing surgery, she died from her injuries. Source: Hengaw Organization for 
Human Rights  
 
08 January 2026: In Malek Shahr neighbourhood, Isfahan city and province, a radiology specialist 
was shot in the face by Iranian government forces during protests and later died from her injuries at 
hospital. Source: Hengaw Organization for Human Rights II  

08 January 2026: In Karaj city and county, Alborz province, a nurse was killed by direct gunfire from 
Iranian government forces in the evening, during protests in the city while attempting to help another 
woman who was being beaten. Source:  Hengaw Organization for Human Rights III  

08 January 2026: In Maskan neighbourhood, Kermanshah city, country and province, a dentist was 
shot twice and killed by Iranian government forces outside his private dental clinic. Sources: 
Hengaw Organization for Human Rights  IV and Kurdpa  

08 January 2026: In Tabriz city and county, East Azerbaijan province, a medical student was 
arrested by IRGC and transferred to the city’s central prison. Source: Hengaw Organization for 
Human Rights V 
 
09 January 2026: In Isfahan city, county and province, a patient, who had been shot in the chest by 
Iranian forces with a military-grade weapon, died in Gharazi Hospital after government forces 
prevented him from receiving proper medical treatment at the hospital. Authorities reportedly forced 
his family, as a condition for releasing his body, to make a recorded statement claiming he was a 
Basij member and that he had been killed by protesters. Source: Hengaw Organization for Human 
Rights   

https://www.dnipro.media/novyny-dnipro/obstrily-dnipropetrovshhyny-zagyblyj-u-samarivskomu-rajoni-ta-rujnuvannya-na-nikopolshhyni/
https://t.me/dnipropetrovskaODA/26898.
https://t.me/dnipropetrovskaODA/26898.
https://glavnoe.in.ua/ru/novosti/rossyyane-atakovaly-bespylotnykamy-y-artylleryej-dnepropetrovskuyu-oblast-pohyb-muzhchyna
https://uavarta.org/en/war-in-ukraine-today-latest-news-09-january-2026-photo/
https://uavarta.org/en/war-in-ukraine-today-latest-news-10-january-2026-photo/
https://cheline.com.ua/news/vijna/cherez-vorozhu-ataku-na-chernigivshhini-poraneno-dvoh-medikiv-490155
https://www.facebook.com/Chaus.Viacheslav/posts/pfbid02VQuxmVRZv6Ta9Ex9K69R83sWMJEr23F8vphfpJ1xo4vHwwMdziV2eSsZD4NCZwDHl
https://www.facebook.com/Chaus.Viacheslav/posts/pfbid02VQuxmVRZv6Ta9Ex9K69R83sWMJEr23F8vphfpJ1xo4vHwwMdziV2eSsZD4NCZwDHl
https://www.facebook.com/Chaus.Viacheslav/posts/pfbid02VQuxmVRZv6Ta9Ex9K69R83sWMJEr23F8vphfpJ1xo4vHwwMdziV2eSsZD4NCZwDHl
https://www.facebook.com/Chaus.Viacheslav/posts/pfbid02VQuxmVRZv6Ta9Ex9K69R83sWMJEr23F8vphfpJ1xo4vHwwMdziV2eSsZD4NCZwDHl
https://uatv.ua/uk/shist-oblastej-ukrayiny-atakuvala-rosijska-armiya-shho-vidomo-pro-naslidky-foto/
https://hromadske.ua/viyna/257739-na-chernihivshchyni-rosiyskyy-dron-urazyv-avto-shvydkoyi-postrazdaly-dvoye-medykiv?traffic_source=ukr.net
https://www.nta.ua/rosiiani_atakuvali_avto_svidkoyi_dopomogi_na_cernigivshhini_je_poraneni_78553
https://regionews.ua/ukr/news/dnepropetrovshchina/1768196977-rosiyani-atakuvali-dnipropetrovshchinu-fpv-dronami-ta-artilerieyu-poshkodzheni-budinki
https://uavarta.org/en/war-in-ukraine-today-latest-news-12-january-2026-photo/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2026/01/11/8015625/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/4079200-rosiani-atakuvali-svidku-u-semenivci-na-cernigivsini-postrazdali-dvoe-medikiv.html
https://www.facebook.com/PublicPageBabjak/posts/pfbid02hzST5VFadDfHzfK3a9sKYbgwu1CAfSkUbpEepw3x3gX8XKfYr5rscoP63hseJ6Ebl?rdid=DTWlOEemj7aIKTDS
https://zaholovok.com.ua/u-berehovi-cherez-problemy-zi-svitlom-shkilni-kanikuly-prodovzhyly-do-lyutoho
https://armyinform.com.ua/2026/01/19/vorog-obstrilyav-hersonshhynu-ye-poraneni-poshkodzheno-medzaklad-i-shkolu/#:~:text=%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8C%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B0%20%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B0%2C%20%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6,%C2%BB%2C%20%E2%80%94%20%D0%B9%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%8C%D1%81%D1%8F%20%D0%B2%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%96.&text=%D0%A3%20%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D1%96%D1%80%D0%BD%D1%96%D0%B9%20%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%20%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%B9%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%96%20%D1%80%D1%84,%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D1%96%20%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%96%20%D0%B2%20%D0%93%D0%BB%D1%83%D1%85%D1%96%D0%B2%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D1%96%D0%B9%20%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%96.&text=%D0%97%20%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B8%20%D0%94%D0%BD%D1%8F%20%D0%A1%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%96%20%D0%A3%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D0%B8,%D1%96%D0%B7%20%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BC%20%D0%A8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%86%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%96%D1%97%20%D0%93%D1%96%20%D0%9F%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%BC.
https://armyinform.com.ua/2026/01/19/vorog-obstrilyav-hersonshhynu-ye-poraneni-poshkodzheno-medzaklad-i-shkolu/#:~:text=%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8C%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B0%20%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B0%2C%20%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6,%C2%BB%2C%20%E2%80%94%20%D0%B9%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%8C%D1%81%D1%8F%20%D0%B2%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%96.&text=%D0%A3%20%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D1%96%D1%80%D0%BD%D1%96%D0%B9%20%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%20%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%B9%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%96%20%D1%80%D1%84,%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D1%96%20%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%96%20%D0%B2%20%D0%93%D0%BB%D1%83%D1%85%D1%96%D0%B2%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D1%96%D0%B9%20%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%96.&text=%D0%97%20%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B8%20%D0%94%D0%BD%D1%8F%20%D0%A1%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%96%20%D0%A3%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D0%B8,%D1%96%D0%B7%20%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BC%20%D0%A8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%86%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%96%D1%97%20%D0%93%D1%96%20%D0%9F%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%BC.
https://uavarta.org/en/war-in-ukraine-today-latest-news-17-january-2026-photo/
https://mistorichka.media/novyny/piatero-poranenykh-u-nikopoli-dniprovshchyna-znovu-pid-masovanymy-udaramy-voroha/
https://mistorichka.media/novyny/piatero-poranenykh-u-nikopoli-dniprovshchyna-znovu-pid-masovanymy-udaramy-voroha/
https://region.dp.ua/na-dnipropetrovshchyni-vnaslidok-vorozhykh-atak-travmovano-semero-liudej/
https://t.me/dnipropetrovskaODA/27079
https://www.hirchytsya.com.ua/poshkodzheni-desiatky-budynkiv-infrastruktura-postrazhdaly-liudy-politsiia-fiksuie-naslidky-atak-dnipropetrovshchyny/
https://pik.net.ua/2026/01/19/ataka-po-dnipropetrovshhyni-travmovani-semero-lyudej-foto/
https://www.slovoidilo.ua/2026/01/19/novyna/bezpeka/vijska-rf-protyahom-dnya-byly-po-dnipropetrovskij-oblasti-ye-poraneni
https://uavarta.org/en/war-in-ukraine-today-latest-news-19-january-2026-photo/
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-170
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-170
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-150
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-128
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-191
https://kurdpa.net/en/news/2026/01/176
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-208
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-208
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-156
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-156
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10 January 2026: In Mashhad city and county, Razavi Khorasan province, a medical student was 
killed by live ammunition during a mass attack on protestors by IRGC. Sources: Hengaw 
Organization for Human Rights and Personal Communication 
 
As reported on 14 January 2026: In Karaj city and county, Alborz province, the entrances of Kasra 
Hospital and Qassem Soleimani Hospital were blocked by Iranian security forces, who dispersed 
crowds following clashes. Source: Iran International   
 
As reported on 14 January 2026: In Karaj city and county, Alborz province, an unspecified number 
of medical facilities were entered by Iranian security forces, who forcibly removed injured protestors 
and reportedly shot wounded protesters who could not move. Source: Iran International   
 
As reported on 19 January 2026: In Rasht city and county, Gilan province, a hospital was entered 
by Iranian security forces, who forcibly removed injured protestors and transferred blood supplies to 
a military facility. Source: Iran International   
 

Repeating patterns of attacks and obstructions to health care during political unrest in Iran 
On 28 December 2025, protests erupted across Iran and were swiftly met with violent repression. So far, Insecurity 
Insight has documented at least 15 attacks on health care, including the killing of at least five health workers and the 
arrest of three others. Iranian security forces reportedly surrounded and blocked hospital entrances and conducted 
armed searches of at least four medical facilities. During these searches, patients injured in the protests were arrested 
or beaten while receiving care, health workers were injured, and in one incident, blood supplies were transferred to a 
military facility.  

 

https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-144
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2026/01/article-144
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202601144361
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202601144361
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202601196444
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health?lat=32.71567&lng=53.66821&zoom=3.53&country=IRN&fromDate=01-01-2026&category=Political&popupID=123503
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These attacks on health care mirror patterns documented during the ‘Women, Life, Freedom’ protests, following the 
death of Mahsa Amini on 16 September 2022 while in the custody of Iran’s morality police (gasht-e ershad). According 
to the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC), using data collected by Insecurity Insight, at least four 
health workers were killed, 72 others were arrested, and at least 10 armed searches into health facilities were reported. 
Security forces also obstructed ambulances, arrested patients, and repurposed ambulances to transport detained 
protesters to police stations. 

In the context of widespread telecommunication shutdowns and these documented patterns of attacks and obstructions 
to health care during political unrest in Iran, Insecurity Insight is deeply concerned about escalating attacks on health 
care during the current unrest. Access to medical care must be maintained and health professionals are obliged to follow 
medical ethical obligation to provide care to all persons, without discrimination and without fear of punishment. 

Medical personnel, as well as the wounded and sick, are protected from violence, ill-treatment, and arbitrary deprivation 
of liberty. In some circumstance, the denial of medical care may itself amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or torture, while the arrest of patients in health care settings or of medical personnel for providing impartial care may 
constitute arbitrary arrest or detention. The right to the highest attainable standard of health requires that access to 
health care services be ensured without interference. Medical services must be able to function free from pressure, 
intimidation, or interference by security forces. Arresting patients in health care settings constitutes an interference with 
access to medical care. Health care professionals must not be penalised for carrying out their ethical and professional 
duties. States must respect and protect the right to health, including by preventing third parties from interference.  

During 12 days of Israeli and US airstrikes on military and nuclear facilities in Iran in June 2025, Insecurity Insight’s 
monitoring identified 14 occasions where health facilities were damaged and 19 health workers were killed, as more 
incidents were documented following the publication of the above report.  

 
Occupied Palestinian Territory 

 

Syrian Arab Republic 
07 January 2026: In Maskanah town, Manbij district, Aleppo governorate, an Internal Security 
Forces ambulance was hit by a drone of the Syrian Armed Forces. Source: SOHR 

Recorded violence against health care in the oPt, 07 October 2023-23 December 2025 

 REPORTED 
INCIDENTS 

 

 HEALTH 
WORKERS  

KILLED 

INCIDENTS 
WHERE HEALTH 

FACILITIES WERE 
DAMAGED 

HEALTH 
WORKERS 
ARRESTED 

Gaza 2185 743 423 360 
West Bank 812 12 27 162 
Insecurity Insight identified at least 3057 incidents of violence against or obstruction of access to health care in 
the occupied Palestinian territory between 07 October 2023 and 23 December 2025. Over 95% of these incidents were 
attributed to Israeli forces. In Gaza, where 2185 incidents were recorded, health facilities were damaged 423 times, 743 
health workers were killed and 360 arrested. In the West Bank and East Jerusalem, where 812 attacks on health care were 
recorded, health facilities were damaged 27 times, 12 health workers were killed and 162 arrested. View the incidents on 
our interactive map. Numbers may change if or when further information is made available.  

Incident briefs: 07-20 January; 24 December 2025-06 January; 10-23 December; 26 November-09 December; 12-25 
November; 29 October-11 November; 15-28 October; 01-14 October; 17-30 September; 03-16 September; 20 August-
02 September; 06-19 August: 23 July-05 August; 09-22 July; 25 June-08 July; 11-24 June; All 

SHCC Factsheets (EN): 2024; 2023; 2022; 2021. (AR): 2024; 2023; 2022; 2021.  

https://shcc.pub/IRN2022
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health?lat=32.71682&lng=53.66684&zoom=4.27&country=IRN&fromDate=16-09-2022&category=Political&popupID=123503&toDate=31-12-2022
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health?lat=32.71682&lng=53.66684&zoom=4.27&country=IRN&fromDate=16-09-2022&category=Political&popupID=123503&toDate=31-12-2022
https://bit.ly/IRNISRHealthJuly2025
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health?lat=32.71682&lng=53.66684&zoom=4.27&country=IRN&fromDate=13-06-2025&category=Conflict&popupID=123503&toDate=24-06-2025
https://www.syriahr.com/en/376083/
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health?fromDate=07-10-2023&toDate=23-12-2025&lat=31.82815&lng=35.07786&zoom=9.47&category=Conflict&country=PSE
https://bit.ly/07-20Jan2026OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/24Dec-06Jan2026OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/10-23Dec2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/26Nov-09Dec2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/12-25Nov2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/12-25Nov2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/29Oct-11Nov2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/15-28Oct2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/01-14Oct2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/17-30Sept2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/03-16Sept2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/20Aug-02Sept2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/20Aug-02Sept2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/06-19Aug2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/23Jul-05Aug2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/09-22Jul2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/25Jun-08Jul2025OPTHealth
https://bit.ly/11-24Jun2025OPTHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/occupied-palestinian-territory-opt
https://shcc.pub/OPT2024
https://shcc.pub/OPT2023
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021
https://shcc.pub/OPT2024AR
https://shcc.pub/OPT2023AR
https://shcc.pub/OPT2022AR
https://shcc.pub/OPT2021Arabic
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As reported on 08 January 2026: In Aleppo city and governorate, a doctor was injured by SDF 
gunfire firing at Al-Razi Hospital. Source: Anadolu Ajansı  
 
08 January 2026: In Homs city and governorate, a doctor, two male nurses and a female engineer 
from the Alawite community were shot and killed, and another was injured, whilst leaving the Al-Kindi 
Private Hospital after their shifts by unidentified perpetrators. Sources: Syria Justice Archive, 
Syrian Arab News Agency and SOHR  
 
As reported on 10 January 2026: In Sheikh Maqsoud neighbourhood, Aleppo city and governorate, 
Yassin Hospital was reportedly seized, turned it into a military point by the SDF. Patients and staff 
inside were expelled. Sources: Anadolu Ajansı, Syrian Arab News Agency and TRT World 
 
As reported on 11 January 2026: In Sheikh Maqsoud neighbourhood, Aleppo city and governorate, 
three members of the Kurdish Red Crescent -  ambulance driver, nurse, and head of the medical 
team - were arrested by the ‘Interim Government’ while carrying out their humanitarian duty to assist 
the wounded and provide medical care to people affected by recent attacks. Subsequently, the 
Kurdish Red Crescent team in Al-Qamishli city staged a sit-in protest in front of the organisation's 
headquarters, demanding their colleagues’ release. Sources: ANHA, Hawara News, North Press 
Agency and SOHR.  
 

Read our latest Social Media Monitoring analysis report for key takeaways on how this incident was discussed and 
perceived online.  

 
20 January 2026: In Qamishli city and district, Al-Hasakah governorate, the parking area of the 
Heart and Eye Hospital was struck by a drone operated by the Internal Security Forces (Asayish). 
Source: North Press Agency 

The Americas 

Colombia 
13 January 2026: In Nuevo neighbourhood, Palmira city and municipality, Valle del Cauca 
department, outside the Forensic Medicine Institute, two men arriving to collect their relative’s body 
were intercepted by individuals on a motorcycle who opened fire at them, killing one and injuring the 
other. Sources: Infobae and Noticias 
 
15 January 2026: In El Jorge neighbourhood, Buenaventura city, Valle del Cauca department, Luis 
Ablanque de la Plata Hospital was entered by armed men who shot and killed a patient recovering 
from surgery from an attack days earlier. Sources: Caracol Radio, El Pais, Entérate en Línea and 
Infobae  
 
18 January 2026: In Cajibío municipality, Cauca department, the San Juan Bautista Hospital, 
electrical infrastructure and nearly 40 homes were damaged by a drone attack from an unspecified 
armed group that was reportedly intended to hit the police station. Sources: El Espectador, El 
Tiempo and La Lupa News  

 
Haiti 
06 January 2026: In Bel Air neighbourhood, Port-au-Prince city, Ouest department, an MSF 
community volunteer died from injuries sustained after being trapped with six colleagues inside a 
clinic during clashes between police and armed men. On 08 January, MSF announced the 
suspension of services at the clinic, leaving the community without its only source of medical care. 
Sources: Free Press, Haiti Libre and Yahoo! News 
 
Mexico 
07 January 2026: At the intersection of Santos Degollado and Dr. Efrén Ornelas streets, Chihuahua 
city and state, a medical office building behind the Central Hospital was hit by several bullets during 
an armed attack in the early morning. Sources: EVyN Chihuahua and Omnia 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/syrian-army-bombs-sdf-positions-in-aleppo-amid-group-attacks-on-residential-neighborhoods/3793744
https://x.com/SyJusticeArc/status/2009380763179835830
https://sana.sy/en/health/2289478/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/376181/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/ypg-sdf-terror-group-seizes-hospital-in-aleppo-s-sheikh-maqsoud-expels-medical-staff/3795609
https://sana.sy/en/health/2289764/
https://www.trtworld.com/article/06da62fd6d76
https://www.facebook.com/hawarnews/posts/pfbid02pBC9rJzpxhHmiJQcvWazfyxzGgBun8zJRfGY8Gm7D3kdT1tfnnhnoECrcDoWgUr7l
https://hawarnews.com/en/kurdish-red-crescent-calls-for-release-of-its-kidnapped-staff-by-interim-govt
https://npasyria.com/en/134470/
https://npasyria.com/en/134470/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/376297/
https://bit.ly/29Dec2025-11Jan2026SyriaSMMBrief
https://npasyria.com/en/134879/
https://www.infobae.com/colombia/2026/01/14/ataque-sicarial-frente-a-medicina-legal-de-palmira-deja-un-muerto-y-un-herido-iban-a-reclamar-un-cuerpo/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DTeF6dmCUaq/
https://caracol.com.co/2026/01/16/asesinan-a-un-hombre-al-interior-del-hospital-luis-ablanque-de-la-plata-en-buenaventura/
https://www.elpais.com.co/valle/asesinan-a-paciente-hospitalizado-tras-incursion-armada-en-hospital-de-buenaventura-habia-sido-victima-de-un-atentado-previo-1708.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/DTqheaWGMNa/
https://www.infobae.com/colombia/2026/01/16/un-hombre-fue-asesinado-al-interior-de-un-hospital-en-buenaventura-mientras-se-recuperaba-de-otro-ataque-armado/
https://www.elespectador.com/judicial/defensoria-del-pueblo-rechazo-el-ataque-con-drones-que-afecto-al-hospital-de-cajibio-cauca/
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/noche-de-miedo-por-ataque-con-explosivos-y-drones-que-habrian-lanzado-disidentes-en-cajibio-cauca-viviendas-y-sede-de-un-hospital-quedaron-con-danos-3525096
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/noche-de-miedo-por-ataque-con-explosivos-y-drones-que-habrian-lanzado-disidentes-en-cajibio-cauca-viviendas-y-sede-de-un-hospital-quedaron-con-danos-3525096
https://lalupanews.com/2026/01/18/ataques-con-drones-dejaron-al-hospital-de-cajibio-en-el-cauca-con-graves-danos-estructurales/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/health/2026/01/08/gang-violence-forces-medical-nonprofit-doctors-without-borders-to-suspend-services-at-haiti-clinic
https://www.haitilibre.com/article-46601-haiti-insecurite-suite-aux-violences-msf-suspend-ses-operations-a-bel-air.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/haiti-police-raids-trigger-deadly-010632066.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9zaW5kcmVhZGVyLWFwcC5oZXJva3VhcHAuY29tLw&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAACu0x0GDKzJCakNv5dQjM2OP3XN5Ud81by9x4T6NSyBujlAWh4xlUYJ_4l9n9KOT0p9nnH3tcJnR3ulqPom2HAc4jjiCRWQ-B_EgSIWFMppoC-vmyaweHJLPDlXXarS0foQePhfrv0nJ1MvUW9JdeDv1B3TIznXCCGCxT4DGTAuK&guccounter=2
https://evynchihuahua.com/contenido/737/balean-oficinas-y-consultorios-a-espaldas-del-hospital-central#:~:text=*%20Cuauht%C3%A9moc.%20*%20Ju%C3%A1rez.
https://www.omnia.com.mx/noticia/410917/disparan-contra-consultorios-medicos-atras-del-h-central
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17 January 2026: In Aviación neighbourhood, San Felipe city and municipality, Guanajuato state, 
Los Marginados drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre was stormed at 0600hrs by armed men who 
opened fire, killing two people with long guns and wounding eight others, three of them seriously. 
The center's staff and guards were reportedly unable to intervene. Sources: AM, Noticias 
Vespertinas and Quadratin 
 
18 January 2026: On Morelos Street, Apaseo el Alto city and municipality, Guanajuato state, a man 
was shot and killed inside a medical facility by unidentified armed men. Source: Periodi Cocorreo 
 

 

Global Health Insecurity 
These events go beyond the definition used by the SHCC to cover a wider range of events that affect 
the provision of health care including events perpetrated by patients or relatives of patients, private 
individuals and criminals as well as significant strike action or protests by health care personnel. 

Asia  
India 
16 January 2026: In Bhubaneswar city, Odisha state, a doctor and a plaster technician at the Capital 
Hospital were attacked by the uncle of a patient after being advised to visit a different department. 
Source: Times of India  

The Americas 

Colombia 
13 January 2026: In Bolombolo township, Venecia municipality, Antioquia department, health 
workers were attacked and threatened at a medical facility, and the only available ambulance in the 
area was damaged and put out of service, by suspected relatives of a patient during a critical medical 
situation. Sources: Alerta Paisa and Analisis Urbano 

 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and 
access to health care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in 
local, national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list 
of all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, 
or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. This document is part of the 
Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is funded and supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) of the UK government through the RIAH project at the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University 
of Manchester and the Tides Foundation. The opinions expressed in it do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government or 
the Tides Foundation who are not responsible for the content expressed in this document.   

Please get in touch if you are interested in curated datasets, if you have made a public statement that you would like us to include in 
our Bi Monthly News Brief, to report an incident or if you have additional information on an incident we have reported on. Join our 
mailing list.  

Insecurity Insight. 2026. Attacks on Health Care Bi-Monthly News Brief, 07-20 January 2026. Switzerland: Insecurity Insight. 
https://bit.ly/07-20Jan2026Health 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 22 January 2026. 
 
  

                                                       

https://www.am.com.mx/guanajuato/2026/01/17/ataque-en-los-marginados-comando-dispara-contra-jovenes-en-rehabilitacion-en-san-felipe-1731680.html
https://oem.com.mx/noticiasvespertinas/policiaca/ataque-en-anexo-de-san-felipe-hoy-dos-muertos-y-seis-heridos-en-los-marginados-27746315
https://oem.com.mx/noticiasvespertinas/policiaca/ataque-en-anexo-de-san-felipe-hoy-dos-muertos-y-seis-heridos-en-los-marginados-27746315
https://bajio.quadratin.com.mx/san-felipe-ataque-armado-en-anexo-deja-dos-muertos-y-6-heridos/
https://periodicocorreo.com.mx/seguridad/2026/jan/18/ataque-armado-en-consultorio-medico-de-apaseo-el-alto-deja-un-hombre-sin-vida-148390.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/patients-relative-arrested-for-attacking-doctor-staffer/articleshow/126589353.cms
https://paisa.alerta.com.co/quejodromo/noticias-antioquia-rechazan-ataque-violento-a-una-ambulancia-en-antioquia-232011
https://analisisurbano.org/rechazo-en-antioquia-por-agresion-a-centro-de-salud-y-ambulancia-en-bolombolo/
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

